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PREFACE 

The history of democracy in Maharashtra is closely connected with the 

history of its Legislative Assembly elections. Since the formation of Maharashtra as a 

separate state in 1960, elections to the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly have 

reflected the changing political aspirations, social realities, economic concerns and 

regional identities of the people. Over more than six decades, Maharashtra has 

witnessed fourteen Assembly elections, beginning with the first election in 1962 and 

continuing through the 2024 election. Each election has represented not merely a 

contest between political parties and candidates, but also an important stage in the 

development of democratic politics in the state. This book, Maharashtra Legislative 

Assembly Elections (1960–2024): Political Journey of Democracy is an attempt to 

understand this long and changing political journey in a systematic and accessible 

manner. The formation of Maharashtra on 1 May 1960 was itself the result of a 

historic political and social movement. The Samyukta Maharashtra Movement 

brought together people from different sections of society around the demand for a 

Marathi-speaking state with Mumbai as its capital. The creation of Maharashtra 

created a new political framework within which democratic institutions could 

develop. The Legislative Assembly became one of the most important institutions 

through which the aspirations of the people could be expressed. Elections provided 

citizens with the opportunity to choose their representatives and participate 

directly in the functioning of parliamentary democracy. Therefore, understanding 

Maharashtra's electoral history is essential for understanding the broader political 

history of the state. 

 The first Assembly election held in 1962 marked the beginning of this 

electoral journey in the newly formed state. At that time, the political landscape was 

dominated by the Indian National Congress, which had played a major role in the 

freedom movement and the early development of independent India. Over the years, 

however, the political character of Maharashtra underwent significant 

transformation. The dominance of Congress gradually faced challenges from new 

political forces, regional parties, ideological movements and changing social groups. 

The emergence of the Shiv Sena, the growth of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the 

formation of the Nationalist Congress Party and the development of different 

coalition arrangements significantly changed the nature of electoral politics in 

Maharashtra. The elections from 1962 to 2024 therefore provide a fascinating 

picture of political change. The 1960s represented the early phase of state formation 



 

 
 

and political consolidation. The 1970s witnessed major national and state-level 

political developments, including the Emergency period and its political 

consequences. The 1980s saw increasing competition among political parties and 

the gradual emergence of new political forces. The 1990s brought a major 

transformation with the rise of the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance and the formation of a 

non-Congress government in Maharashtra. The elections of 1999 and subsequent 

years introduced a new phase of coalition politics, particularly after the formation of 

the Nationalist Congress Party and its alliance with Congress. The elections of 2004, 

2009, 2014, 2019 and 2024 further demonstrated the changing nature of voter 

preferences, alliances and political competition. This book is not intended merely to 

present election results in the form of statistics. Election figures are important, but 

behind every number there is a political story. The number of seats won by a party, 

its vote share, the candidates who contested the issues raised during campaigns and 

the government formed after the election all tell us something about the political 

mood of society at a particular point in time. For this reason, the book attempts to 

examine elections from multiple perspectives. It considers the political background 

of each election, major political parties and leaders, important election issues, 

electoral results, government formation and the wider political significance of each 

election. 

 One of the important objectives of this book is to examine the changing 

relationship between voters and political parties. In the early elections, electoral 

competition was relatively limited compared with the highly competitive political 

environment of recent decades. With time, voters became increasingly exposed to 

different political ideologies, leadership styles, campaign strategies and regional as 

well as national issues. The rise of television, newspapers, social media and digital 

campaigning has also transformed the way political parties communicate with 

voters. Election campaigns today are considerably different from those of the 1960s 

and 1970s. The journey from traditional public meetings and printed campaign 

material to television debates, social media campaigns and digital communication 

represents an important part of Maharashtra's democratic evolution. Another 

significant aspect discussed in this book is the changing role of regional politics. 

Maharashtra provides an important example of how regional identity can influence 

democratic politics within a federal system. The rise of the Shiv Sena demonstrated 

the importance of regional and linguistic identity in electoral mobilisation. Later, the 

development of the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena and other regional political 



 

 

formations further reflected the complexity of the state's political environment. At 

the same time, national parties such as Congress and the BJP continued to play 

major roles. The interaction between national and regional political forces has 

therefore remained a defining characteristic of Maharashtra's electoral politics. The 

book also pays attention to coalition politics, political alliances, defections and 

changes in government. Maharashtra's political history demonstrates that an 

election does not always bring an end to political competition. Sometimes the post-

election period becomes equally important because political parties have to 

negotiate alliances and determine who will form the government. The developments 

following the elections of 1995, 1999, 2019 and 2024 particularly demonstrate the 

importance of alliances and political negotiations in Maharashtra's parliamentary 

system. Such developments remind us that democracy is not limited to voting on 

election day; it is a continuous process involving representation, accountability, 

negotiation and the functioning of constitutional institutions. 

 Women and elections form another important dimension of 

Maharashtra's democratic journey. The participation of women as voters, 

candidates, legislators and political leaders has gradually increased, although 

women's representation in the Legislative Assembly has remained a matter of 

concern. Examining women's electoral participation helps us understand the extent 

to which democracy has become socially inclusive. Similarly, the participation of 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, backward communities, farmers, workers, 

youth and other social groups provides valuable insight into the changing social 

composition of Maharashtra's political representation. The book also seeks to 

understand electoral politics beyond political parties and individual leaders. 

Maharashtra is a socially and geographically diverse state. The political concerns of 

Mumbai and the surrounding metropolitan region may differ from those of 

Vidarbha, Marathwada, Western Maharashtra, Khandesh or Konkan. Issues such as 

agriculture, irrigation, employment, industrial development, urbanisation, 

education, regional imbalance, farmers' concerns, infrastructure and social justice 

have influenced elections in different periods. The electoral history of Maharashtra 

therefore cannot be understood through a single political narrative. It requires 

attention to regional, social and economic diversity. Another purpose of this work is 

to make the history of Maharashtra's Legislative Assembly elections accessible to 

students, researchers, teachers and general readers. Electoral history is sometimes 

presented through complicated statistical tables or highly academic language, which 



 

 
 

can make it difficult for ordinary readers to understand. This book attempts to 

maintain a balance between factual information and simple explanation. Election 

results, political developments and important trends are presented in a manner that 

allows readers to understand not only what happened, but also why it was 

politically significant. The period covered by this book, from the formation of 

Maharashtra in 1960 to the Assembly election of 2024, represents more than sixty 

years of democratic experience. During this period, Maharashtra has experienced 

political stability as well as political uncertainty, single-party dominance as well as 

coalition governments, the emergence of new parties, changing alliances and 

significant transformations in electoral behaviour. Despite these changes, the 

electoral process has remained an important instrument through which citizens 

participate in governance. 

 The title of this book, Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Elections 

(1960–2024): Political Journey of Democracy, reflects this broader understanding. 

The year 1960 represents the birth of Maharashtra as a state, while 2024 represents 

the latest completed Assembly election within the scope of this study. The period 

between these two points is not simply a sequence of elections; it is a political 

journey involving institutions, leaders, parties, voters, movements, conflicts, 

alliances and changing democratic expectations. Finally, this book is an attempt to 

look at Maharashtra's political history through the eyes of its electoral democracy. It 

recognises that democracy is not a finished product but a continuous journey. Every 

election adds a new chapter to that journey. Governments change, political parties 

rise and decline, leaders come and go, alliances are formed and broken, but the 

fundamental role of citizens remains central. Through their votes, people express 

their expectations, dissatisfaction, hopes and aspirations. I hope this book will help 

readers understand the evolution of Maharashtra's political system and appreciate 

the importance of elections in sustaining democratic governance. It is intended not 

only as a record of past elections but also as a reflection on the changing nature of 

democracy in Maharashtra. The political journey from 1960 to 2024 demonstrates 

that the strength of democracy ultimately depends upon informed citizens, effective 

institutions, political participation and respect for constitutional values. In this 

sense, the electoral history of Maharashtra is not merely the history of political 

parties and governments; it is the history of the people of Maharashtra and their 

continuing participation in the democratic process. 

      - Dasharath Ishwar Lade 
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Chapter 1 

FORMATION OF MAHARASHTRA 

 

Samyukta Maharashtra Movement: 

 The Samyukta Maharashtra Movement was one of the most important people’s 

movements in modern Indian history. It was a mass movement demanding the creation of a 

separate state for Marathi-speaking people. After India became independent in 1947, the country 

inherited state boundaries that had been created by the British. These boundaries were based 

mainly on administrative convenience rather than language or culture. As a result, Marathi-

speaking people were divided among different regions and provinces. Many people believed that 

language was an important basis for administration, education, culture, and public participation. 

Therefore, there was a strong demand for a unified state where Marathi-speaking people could 

preserve their language, literature, and cultural identity. This demand became known as the 

Samyukta Maharashtra Movement. The movement gained momentum in the early 1950s. In 

1953, the Government of India appointed the States Reorganization Commission (SRC) to 

examine the behavior of states on linguistic lines. Although the Commission accepted the 

principle of linguistic states in many cases, it recommended a bilingual Bombay State consisting 

of both Marathi-speaking and Gujarati-speaking regions. This recommendation disappointed the 

supporters of a separate Maharashtra. They believed that Maharashtra deserved its own state with 

Mumbai (Bombay) as its capital because Mumbai had historical, cultural, and economic ties with 

Maharashtra. On the other hand, many Gujarati leaders demanded a separate Gujarat with their 

own interests in Mumbai. This disagreement led to widespread public protests. To strengthen the 

demand, the Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti was formed in 1956. It brought together leaders from 

different political parties, trade unions, social organizations, writers, artists, students, farmers, 

and workers. The movement became a true people’s movement because people from all sections 

of society participated actively. Many well-known leaders, including S. M. Joshi, Acharya 

Pralhad Keshav Atre, Senapati Bapat, Shripad Amrit Dange, and others, played an important role 

in behavior rallies, public meetings, and awareness campaigns. Newspapers, literature, theatre, 

and songs also inspired people to support the cause of a united Maharashtra. 

 The movement witnessed several protests, demonstrations, strikes, and marches across 

the Marathi-speaking regions. One of the most tragic events occurred on 21 November 1955, 

when police opened fire on protesters near Flora Fountain in Mumbai. Around 105 protesters lost 

their lives, and they came to be remembered as the martyrs of the Samyukta Maharashtra 

Movement. Their sacrifice strengthened public support for the movement and increased pressure 

on the central government. Later, Flora Fountain was renamed Hutatma Chowk (Martyrs’ 
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Square) in their memory. The sacrifice of these martyrs remains a symbol of the struggle for 

linguistic identity and democratic rights in Maharashtra. After several years of continuous public 

pressure and political negotiations, the Government of India accepted the demand for separate 

linguistic states. On 1 May 1960, the bilingual Bombay State was divided into two new states—

Maharashtra for Marathi-speaking people and Gujarat for Gujarati-speaking people. Mumbai 

became the capital of Maharashtra. The formation of Maharashtra marked the successful 

conclusion of the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement and fulfilled the long-standing aspiration of 

millions of Marathi-speaking citizens. The Samyukta Maharashtra Movement holds a special 

place in the political and social history of Maharashtra. It demonstrated the strength of 

democratic protest and peaceful public participation in shaping government decisions. The 

movement not only led to the creation of Maharashtra but also strengthened regional identity, 

promoted the Marathi language and culture, and encouraged greater political participation among 

the people. It remains an inspiring example of how unity, determination, and collective action 

can bring about significant constitutional and political change. Even today, 1 May is celebrated 

as Maharashtra Day, remembering the sacrifices and efforts of the people who made the dream 

of a united Maharashtra a reality. 

The Formation of the State of Maharashtra: 

 The formation of the state of Maharashtra is one of the most significant events in the 

political and social history of India. It was the result of a long and determined movement by the 

Marathi-speaking people who demanded a separate state based on their common language, 

culture, and identity. After India became independent in 1947, the country inherited provinces 

and princely states that had been created during British rule. These boundaries did not always 

reflect the linguistic and cultural identities of the people. As a result, there was growing demand 

across the country for the reorganization of states on a linguistic basis. In Maharashtra, this 

demand took the form of the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement, which sought the creation of a 

separate Marathi-speaking state with Mumbai as its capital. The demand for Maharashtra became 

stronger during the 1950s. Many political parties, social organizations, writers, journalists, 

students, workers, and ordinary citizens actively participated in the movement. They believed 

that Marathi-speaking people should have their own state where they could preserve and promote 

their language, culture, and traditions while ensuring balanced regional development. However, 

the issue became complicated because both Marathi-speaking people and Gujarati-speaking 

people claimed Mumbai as their capital. The Government of India initially proposed a bilingual 

Bombay State that included both Marathi-speaking and Gujarati-speaking regions. This decision 

was strongly opposed by supporters of the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement, who organized 

public meetings, rallies, protests, and demonstrations demanding a separate Maharashtra with 
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Mumbai as its capital. The movement witnessed intense public participation and sacrifice. 

During several demonstrations, police firing resulted in the deaths of many protesters. These 

individuals are remembered as the Martyrs of the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement, and their 

sacrifice strengthened public support for the demand. Continuous public pressure and widespread 

political discussions eventually persuaded the central government to reconsider its decision. The 

recommendations of the States Reorganization Commission (1955) and the ongoing public 

movement played an important role in shaping the final outcome. 

 Finally, the Bombay Reorganization Act, 1960, was passed by the Parliament of India. 

Under this Act, the bilingual Bombay State was divided into two separate states Maharashtra for 

Marathi-speaking people and Gujarat for Gujarati-speaking people. On 1 May 1960, Maharashtra 

officially came into existence as the 16th state of India, with Mumbai as its capital. This historic 

day is celebrated every year as Maharashtra Day (Maharashtra Din) across the state. The first 

Chief Minister of Maharashtra was Yashwantrao Balwantrao Chavan, whose leadership played 

an important role in laying the foundation for the newly formed state. The formation of 

Maharashtra was much more than an administrative change. It represented the democratic 

aspirations of the Marathi-speaking people and highlighted the importance of respecting 

linguistic and cultural identity within India's federal system. Since its formation, Maharashtra has 

emerged as one of India's leading states in industry, agriculture, education, finance, culture, and 

technology. The successful creation of the state demonstrated that peaceful democratic 

movements and public participation can influence important national decisions. Even today, the 

formation of Maharashtra remains a symbol of unity, sacrifice, democratic values, and regional 

pride, inspiring future generations to contribute to the state's continued progress and 

development. 

State Reorganization in India: 

 State reorganization in India refers to the process of changing the boundaries, names, or 

administrative structure of states to ensure better governance and to meet the cultural, linguistic, 

and regional aspirations of the people. At the time of India’s independence in 1947, the country 

consisted of former British provinces and princely states that had been integrated into the Indian 

Union. These states were not organized on the basis of language or culture. Instead, they 

reflected the administrative arrangements made during British rule. As a result, people speaking 

the same language were often divided among different states, while people with different 

languages and cultures were placed within the same administrative unit. This created 

dissatisfaction among many communities and led to demands for the formation of states based on 

linguistic identity. The demand for linguistic states became stronger in the early years after 

independence. Many people believed that a common language would make administration more 
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effective, improve communication between the government and the people, and help preserve 

regional culture and traditions. A major turning point came in 1952 when Potti Sriramulu 

undertook a fast demanding a separate state for Telugu-speaking people. After his death during 

the fast, widespread protests took place, and the Government of India created Andhra State in 

1953. This event encouraged similar demands from people in other parts of the country and 

highlighted the need for a comprehensive policy on the reorganization of states. To examine 

these demands, the Government of India appointed the States Reorganization Commission (SRC) 

in 1953 under the chairmanship of Justice Fazl Ali, with K. M. Panikkar and H. N. Kunzru as its 

members. The Commission carefully studied the linguistic, cultural, historical, economic, and 

administrative conditions of different regions. It submitted its report in 1955, recommending that 

language should be an important basis for reorganizing states, while also considering national 

unity, administrative efficiency, and economic development. These recommendations formed the 

foundation for a major restructuring of India’s political map. 

 Based on the recommendations of the Commission, the Parliament of India passed the 

States Reorganization Act, 1956, which came into effect on 1 November 1956. This Act 

reorganized the boundaries of many states primarily on linguistic lines. It reduced administrative 

confusion, improved governance, and allowed people to receive government services in their 

own language. At the same time, the Constitution was amended to support these changes. 

Although the Act solved many problems, it did not completely satisfy all regional demands. 

Several movements continued in different parts of the country for separate states based on 

language, culture, or regional identity. One of the most important outcomes of these continued 

movements was the formation of Maharashtra and Gujarat on 1 May 1960 through the Bombay 

Reorganization Act, 1960. The bilingual Bombay State was divided into two separate states to 

meet the aspirations of Marathi-speaking and Gujarati-speaking people. Over the following 

decades, India continued to reorganize its states. States such as Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 

Meghalaya, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, and Telangana 

were created to improve administration and respond to regional demands. These changes 

demonstrate that the Indian Constitution provides a flexible framework that allows Parliament to 

create new states or alter existing boundaries whenever necessary for better governance and 

public welfare. State reorganization has played a significant role in strengthening Indian 

democracy and federalism. It has helped protect linguistic and cultural identities while ensuring 

that administration becomes more accessible and responsive to local needs. By allowing different 

regions to express their aspirations within the constitutional framework, state reorganization has 

promoted national integration rather than weakening it. Today, it remains an important feature of 

India’s federal system, reflecting the country’s unity in diversity and its commitment to 
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democratic governance, balanced regional development, and respect for the cultural identity of 

its people. 

Importance of the Legislative Assembly: 

 The Legislative Assembly, also known as the Vidhan Sabha, is one of the most important 

institutions in the democratic system of a state. It represents the will and aspirations of the people 

because its members are directly elected by the citizens through free and fair elections. Every 

constituency elects one representative who speaks for the people of that area and raises their 

concerns in the Assembly. Through this system, citizens actively participate in the governance of 

the state by choosing their representatives. The Legislative Assembly acts as a bridge between 

the government and the public, ensuring that the needs, problems, and expectations of the people 

are brought to the attention of the government. One of the primary functions of the Legislative 

Assembly is to make laws for the state. It discusses, debates, and passes bills on subjects 

included in the State List and the Concurrent List of the Constitution, such as agriculture, public 

health, education, police, local government, and public order. Before a bill becomes law, it is 

carefully examined and debated by the elected members, allowing different viewpoints to be 

considered. This process helps in making laws that are more effective and beneficial for society. 

The Assembly also has the important responsibility of approving the state's annual budget and 

monitoring how public money is collected and spent. This ensures financial accountability and 

prevents the misuse of government funds. Another significant role of the Legislative Assembly is 

to hold the government accountable. Members of the Assembly question ministers, participate in 

debates, move motions, and discuss issues of public importance. These activities ensure that the 

government remains transparent, responsible, and answerable to the people. The Council of 

Ministers, led by the Chief Minister, is collectively responsible to the Legislative Assembly and 

must maintain the confidence of the majority of its members to remain in office. If the 

government loses this majority, it must resign, reflecting the democratic principle of responsible 

government. The Legislative Assembly also promotes social justice, balanced regional 

development, and good governance. It provides representation to all sections of society, 

including Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) through reserved constituencies, 

ensuring that marginalized communities have a voice in the law-making process. By discussing 

public issues, addressing regional concerns, and framing policies for development, the 

Legislative Assembly plays a vital role in improving the quality of life of citizens. Thus, it is the 

cornerstone of state democracy, ensuring that the government functions according to the 

Constitution and in the best interests of the people. 
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Chapter 2 

MAHARASHTRA’S ELECTORAL SYSTEM 

 

Structure of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly (Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha): 

 The Maharashtra Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha) is the lower house of the State 

Legislature and is the main law-making body of the Government of Maharashtra. It represents 

the people of the state, as its members are directly elected by citizens through democratic 

elections. The structure of the Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha is based on the provisions of the 

Constitution of India, especially Articles 168 to 212, which deal with the organization and 

functioning of state legislatures. Maharashtra has a bicameral legislature, meaning it has two 

houses: The Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha) and the Legislative Council (Vidhan 

Parishad). Among these, the Vidhan Sabha is the more powerful house because it is directly 

elected by the people and has greater authority in financial and legislative matters. The 

Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha consists of 288 elected members, each representing one geographical 

constituency of the state. Every constituency elects one representative through direct elections 

based on the first-past-the-post system, where the candidate receiving the highest number of 

valid votes is declared the winner. The state is divided into 288 constituencies to ensure that 

different regions and communities receive proper representation in the Assembly. Some 

constituencies are reserved for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) according to 

their population, ensuring that historically disadvantaged communities have an opportunity to 

participate in the democratic process. All other constituencies are open to candidates from any 

category. The term of the Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha is five years from the date of its first 

meeting after an election, unless it is dissolved earlier by the Governor on the advice of the Chief 

Minister and the Council of Ministers. Elections are conducted by the Election Commission of 

India, which ensures that the electoral process is free, fair, and transparent. Citizens who are 18 

years of age or above and are registered as voters can participate in these elections. A person 

wishing to contest an election to the Vidhan Sabha must be an Indian citizen, at least 25 years of 

age, and must fulfill other qualifications laid down in the Constitution and election laws. 

 The functioning of the Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha is led by the Speaker, who is elected 

by the members of the Assembly. The Speaker presides over the sessions, maintains order and 

discipline, interprets the rules of procedure, and ensures that debates are conducted fairly. In the 

absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker performs these duties. The Governor of Maharashtra 

is an important constitutional authority who summons, prorogues, and can dissolve the Assembly 

based on constitutional provisions. After the elections, the Governor appoints the Chief Minister, 

who is usually the leader of the political party or coalition that commands a majority in the 
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Assembly. The Chief Minister then forms the Council of Ministers, which is collectively 

responsible to the Vidhan Sabha. This means the government remains in office only as long as it 

enjoys the confidence of the majority of Assembly members. The members of the Vidhan Sabha 

play several important roles in the governance of the state. They participate in making laws on 

subjects listed in the State List and Concurrent List of the Constitution, discuss matters of public 

importance, approve the state budget, question the government on its policies and actions, and 

represent the interests of their constituencies. Through debates, question hour, motions, and 

committee work, members ensure that the executive remains accountable to the people. Thus, the 

structure of the Maharashtra Vidhan Sabha combines democratic representation, constitutional 

authority, and responsible government. It serves as the foundation of the state's parliamentary 

democracy by providing a platform where elected representatives make laws, oversee the 

functioning of the government, and work for the welfare and development of the people of 

Maharashtra. 

Number of Constituencies: 

 The Maharashtra Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha) is made up of 288 Assembly 

constituencies, and each constituency elects one Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA). 

These constituencies are geographical areas created to ensure that people from every part of the 

state have representation in the legislature. The total number of 288 constituencies was decided 

based on the population of the state and the need to provide balanced representation to both 

urban and rural areas. Every eligible voter living in a constituency has the right to vote and 

choose one representative to speak on their behalf in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

state is divided into these 288 constituencies by a process known as delimitation. Delimitation 

means drawing or revising the boundaries of constituencies so that each constituency has, as far 

as possible, a similar population. This process is carried out by the Delimitation Commission of 

India, an independent body established by the Government of India. The main objective of 

delimitation is to ensure fairness in elections by providing equal representation to citizens. As 

populations increase or shift due to behavior and migration, constituency boundaries may be 

revised after a national census, although the total number of constituencies remains the same 

unless changed by law. The distribution of constituencies is not equal across all districts because 

it depends mainly on population. Districts with larger populations, such as Pune, Mumbai 

Suburban, Thane, and Nashik, have more Assembly constituencies than districts with smaller 

populations. This system ensures that densely populated regions receive adequate representation 

in the Legislative Assembly. At the same time, rural and less populated districts are also 

represented, allowing the interests of people from every region of Maharashtra to be heard in the 

state legislature. 



Bhumi Publishing, India 
August 2026 

8 
 

 Among the 288 constituencies, some are reserved for Scheduled Castes (SC) and 

Scheduled Tribes (ST). These reserved constituencies are created to ensure political 

representation for historically disadvantaged communities. Candidates belonging to the 

respective reserved category can contest elections from these constituencies, while all eligible 

voters living in those constituencies have the right to vote. The number and location of reserved 

constituencies are determined according to the proportion of the SC and ST population in 

different parts of the state, based on constitutional provisions and the recommendations of the 

Delimitation Commission. Each Assembly constituency elects one MLA through the first-past-

the-post system, where the candidate receiving the highest number of valid votes is declared 

elected, even if they do not secure an absolute majority. The elected MLAs represent the 

concerns and aspirations of their constituents, participate in law-making, discuss public issues, 

and hold the state government accountable. Therefore, the 288 Assembly constituencies form the 

foundation of representative democracy in Maharashtra by ensuring that every region and 

community has a voice in the state’s legislative process. 

The Election Commission: 

 The Election Commission plays a central role in conducting free, fair, and transparent 

elections for the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha). The responsibility for 

conducting these elections lies primarily with the Election Commission of India (ECI), an 

independent constitutional body established under Article 324 of the Constitution of India. The 

Commission functions independently of the executive and political parties to ensure that 

elections are conducted impartially and in accordance with the law. In Maharashtra, the Election 

Commission works in close coordination with the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO), Maharashtra, 

District Election Officers, Returning Officers, Electoral Registration Officers, and other 

government officials to manage the entire electoral process efficiently. Before the election 

begins, the Election Commission undertakes several important preparatory activities. One of its 

primary responsibilities is to prepare and continuously update the electoral roll so that every 

eligible citizen aged 18 years or above has the opportunity to register as a voter. The 

Commission regularly revises voter lists, adds the names of new voters, removes duplicate or 

deceased voters, and corrects any errors in voter details. It also conducts voter awareness 

programs to encourage greater public participation and educate citizens about their voting rights 

and responsibilities. These efforts help strengthen democratic participation and ensure that every 

eligible voter can exercise the right to vote. The Election Commission is also responsible for 

announcing the election schedule. It decides the dates for filing nominations, scrutiny of 

nomination papers, withdrawal of candidature, polling, counting of votes, and declaration of 

results. Once the election schedule is announced, the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) comes into 
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force. The Model Code of Conduct is a set of guidelines that regulates the behavior of political 

parties, candidates, ministers, and government officials during the election period. It prohibits the 

misuse of government resources for election campaigning, prevents hate speech and corrupt 

practices, and ensures that all political parties compete on an equal and fair basis. 

 Another important responsibility of the Election Commission is to supervise the 

nomination process. It verifies whether candidates meet the legal qualifications required to 

contest elections and examines nomination papers to ensure compliance with election laws. The 

Commission also allots election symbols to political parties and independent candidates. During 

the campaign period, it monitors election expenditure, campaign activities, media coverage, and 

political advertisements to ensure compliance with legal provisions. Special teams, flying 

squads, expenditure observers, and election observers are appointed to prevent violations such as 

bribery, intimidation, distribution of money or gifts, and other electoral malpractices. On polling 

day, the Election Commission makes extensive arrangements to ensure peaceful and secure 

voting. Polling stations are established across the state, and trained polling personnel are 

deployed to conduct voting smoothly. Security forces are stationed at sensitive locations to 

maintain law and order. Voting is conducted using Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) along 

with Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) machines, which allow voters to verify that 

their vote has been recorded correctly. The Commission also provides facilities such as ramps, 

wheelchairs, and accessible polling stations to enable elderly persons and voters with disabilities 

to participate conveniently in the electoral process. After polling is completed, the Election 

Commission supervises the secure storage of EVMs until the counting of votes. On the notified 

counting day, votes are counted under strict security and transparency in the presence of 

candidates, their representatives, and election observers. After the counting process is completed, 

the Returning Officer officially declares the winning candidate from each Assembly 

constituency. The Election Commission then publishes the final election results and ensures that 

the elected representatives are formally notified. Through these responsibilities, the Election 

Commission safeguards the principles of democracy by conducting Maharashtra Legislative 

Assembly elections in a free, fair, transparent, and credible manner, thereby protecting the 

people’s confidence in the electoral system. 

The First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) System: 

 The First-Past-the-Post (FPTP) system is the method used to elect members of the 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha) as well as the Lok Sabha in India. It is one of 

the simplest and most widely used electoral systems in democratic countries. Under this system, 

the state is divided into separate Assembly constituencies, and each constituency elects one 

Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA). During the election, voters cast their vote for the 
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candidate of their choice. After the voting process is completed, the candidate who receives the 

highest number of valid votes in that constituency is declared the winner. The candidate does not 

need to secure more than 50 percent of the total votes; receiving more votes than any other 

candidate is sufficient to win the election. This is why the system is known as “First-Past-the-

Post,” meaning that the candidate who reaches the highest number of votes first wins the contest. 

The First-Past-the-Post system is based on the principle of simple majority rather than an 

absolute majority. For example, if five candidates contest an election and one candidate receives 

40,000 votes while the others receive 35,000, 20,000, 10,000, and 5,000 votes respectively, the 

candidate with 40,000 votes is declared elected even though a majority of voters supported other 

candidates. This system makes the counting process straightforward and allows election results 

to be declared quickly. It also creates a direct relationship between the elected representative and 

the voters of a particular constituency, as every constituency has one clearly identifiable MLA 

responsible for representing local issues in the Legislative Assembly. One of the major 

advantages of the First-Past-the-Post system is its simplicity and ease of understanding. Voters 

only need to choose one candidate, making the voting process convenient and reducing 

confusion. The system is also cost-effective because it usually requires only one round of voting, 

unlike some electoral systems that involve multiple rounds or preferential voting. It often 

produces stable governments by allowing political parties to secure a clear majority of seats in 

the legislature, making it easier to form and operate a government. Furthermore, because each 

constituency has one elected representative, citizens know whom to approach regarding local 

problems and development issues. 

 However, the First-Past-the-Post system also has certain limitations. A candidate may 

win an election without obtaining the support of more than half of the voters if the opposition 

vote is divided among several candidates. As a result, the overall distribution of seats in the 

legislature may not accurately reflect the percentage of votes received by each political party 

across the state. Smaller political parties and independent candidates may also find it difficult to 

win seats even if they receive a considerable share of votes. Despite these criticisms, the First-

Past-the-Post system has remained the foundation of India’s electoral process since 

independence because it is simple, transparent, and effective in ensuring the peaceful transfer of 

political power. In Maharashtra Legislative Assembly elections, this system continues to provide 

citizens with the opportunity to elect their representatives and participate actively in the 

democratic governance of the state. 

Reservation of Constituencies for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs): 

 The reservation of constituencies for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) 

is an important feature of India’s democratic and electoral system. It is intended to ensure that 
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historically disadvantaged and socially marginalized communities receive adequate political 

representation in legislative bodies. The Constitution of India recognizes that these communities 

faced centuries of social discrimination, exclusion, and unequal opportunities. Therefore, it 

provides special constitutional safeguards to enable members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes to participate effectively in the political process. In the Maharashtra Legislative 

Assembly, some constituencies are reserved for SC and ST candidates so that these communities 

can elect representatives who understand their problems and work for their welfare and 

development. The constitutional basis for the reservation of constituencies is found in Articles 

330 and 332 of the Constitution of India. While Article 330 provides for the reservation of seats 

for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the Lok Sabha, Article 332 extends similar 

provisions to the Legislative Assemblies of the States. The number of reserved constituencies is 

determined according to the proportion of the SC and ST population in the state, based on the 

latest Census and the recommendations of the Delimitation Commission. The Delimitation 

Commission identifies which constituencies should be reserved by considering the concentration 

of SC and ST populations in different regions. As demographic patterns change over time, the 

location of reserved constituencies may also change after a delimitation exercise, ensuring that 

reservation reflects the actual distribution of these communities. In a reserved constituency, only 

candidates belonging to the respective reserved category can contest the election. For example, 

in an SC-reserved constituency, only a candidate who belongs to a Scheduled Caste can file a 

nomination, while in an ST-reserved constituency, only a Scheduled Tribe candidate is eligible 

to contest. However, all eligible voters living in the constituency, irrespective of their caste or 

community, have the right to vote. This is an important feature of the reservation system because 

it promotes democratic participation and ensures that elected representatives remain accountable 

to every voter in the constituency, not only to members of the reserved community. 

 The reservation of constituencies has played a significant role in improving the political 

participation of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. It has enabled leaders from these 

communities to enter the Legislative Assembly, raise issues related to education, employment, 

healthcare, land rights, social justice, and economic development, and influence government 

policies. Reserved constituencies have also encouraged greater political awareness and 

participation among marginalized communities, helping them become active participants in 

democratic governance. Over the years, many capable political leaders from SC and ST 

communities have emerged through this constitutional provision and have contributed 

significantly to the development of Maharashtra and India. Despite its achievements, the 

reservation system also faces certain challenges. Some critics argue that merely reserving 

constituencies does not automatically eliminate social inequality or guarantee effective 
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representation. The performance of elected representatives depends on their leadership, 

commitment, and ability to address public issues. Others point out that political parties should 

also provide greater opportunities for SC and ST candidates to contest from general 

constituencies so that representation is based not only on reservation but also on broader political 

inclusion. Nevertheless, reservation continues to be regarded as an important constitutional 

mechanism for promoting equality and inclusive democracy. 

 In conclusion, the reservation of constituencies for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly reflects the constitutional commitment to social 

justice, equality, and political empowerment. It ensures that communities that were historically 

deprived of political opportunities have a meaningful voice in the legislative process. By 

providing fair representation while allowing all voters to participate in the election, the system 

strengthens democratic values and promotes inclusive governance. Thus, the reservation of 

constituencies remains an essential instrument for achieving balanced representation and 

protecting the interests of marginalized sections of society in Maharashtra. 

Model Code of Conduct (MCC): 

 The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is a set of guidelines issued by the Election 

Commission of India (ECI) to regulate the behavior of political parties, candidates, ministers, 

and government officials during elections. Its main purpose is to ensure that elections are 

conducted in a free, fair, peaceful, and transparent manner. The Model Code of Conduct comes 

into effect immediately after the Election Commission announces the election schedule and 

remains in force until the completion of the election process. Although the MCC is not a law 

enacted by Parliament, it is widely respected and strictly enforced by the Election Commission. 

Political parties and candidates are expected to follow these guidelines to maintain equality and 

fairness during the election campaign. The primary objective of the Model Code of Conduct is to 

provide a level playing field for all political parties and candidates. Elections should be fought on 

the basis of policies, programs, and public issues rather than through unfair means or misuse of 

power. The MCC prevents the ruling party from taking undue advantage of its position in 

government during elections. It ensures that the government does not announce new welfare 

schemes, distribute financial benefits, make major policy decisions, or use public funds to 

influence voters after the election schedule has been declared. This helps ensure that every 

political party competes under the same conditions and that voters can make their decisions 

freely. The Model Code of Conduct also lays down clear rules regarding election campaigns. 

Political parties and candidates must conduct their campaigns in a peaceful and respectful 

manner. They are prohibited from using hate speech, making false allegations against opponents, 

spreading misinformation, or appealing to voters on the basis of religion, caste, language, or 
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community. Campaign activities should not create tension or disturb public order. Candidates 

must respect the rights of other political parties to hold meetings and rallies and should avoid any 

actions that may lead to violence or conflict. Public meetings, processions, and election rallies 

must be only after obtaining the necessary permissions from the local authorities. Another 

important feature of the Model Code of Conduct is the regulation of government machinery 

during elections. Ministers and public officials are not allowed to use official vehicles, 

government staff, government buildings, or public resources for election campaigning. 

Government advertisements promoting the achievements of the ruling party are generally 

stopped during the election period to prevent influencing voters. Official visits by ministers 

should not be combined with election campaigns, and government funds cannot be used for 

political purposes. These restrictions help maintain neutrality in the functioning of the 

administration and prevent the misuse of public resources for electoral advantage. 

 The Election Commission closely monitors the implementation of the Model Code of 

Conduct through election observers, flying squads, surveillance teams, and district election 

authorities. If any political party or candidate violates the MCC, the Commission may issue 

warnings, seek explanations, order the removal of objectionable campaign material, restrict 

campaign activities, or direct the filing of cases under relevant election laws if legal provisions 

are violated. The Commission also monitors election expenditure, paid news, social media 

campaigns, and the distribution of money, gifts, liquor, or other inducements intended to 

influence voters. These measures help protect the integrity of the electoral process and ensure 

that elections remain fair and transparent. The Model Code of Conduct has played an important 

role in strengthening Indian democracy by promoting ethical political behavior and protecting 

the rights of voters. It encourages political parties to focus on public issues rather than personal 

attacks or unfair practices and helps create an environment in which voters can exercise their 

franchise freely and without fear or pressure. Although the MCC is not legally enforceable in the 

same way as a statute, its moral authority and strict implementation by the Election Commission 

have made it an effective instrument for ensuring free and fair elections. In Maharashtra 

Legislative Assembly elections, as in other elections across India, the Model Code of Conduct 

remains a vital safeguard for democratic values, electoral integrity, and equal political 

competition. 
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Chapter 3 

MAHARASHTRA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS FROM 1962 TO 2024 

 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1962 

 The 1962 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was the first general election held 

in the newly formed state of Maharashtra after its creation on 1 May 1960. This election holds a 

special place in the political history of the state because it marked the beginning of Maharashtra's 

democratic journey as a separate linguistic state. The election provided the people with an 

opportunity to elect their own representatives and establish a stable government dedicated to the 

development of Maharashtra. It was conducted by the Election Commission of India under the 

provisions of the Constitution of India. The election laid the foundation for the state's political 

traditions and governance and shaped the future of Maharashtra's democratic institutions. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1962 election was closely linked to the formation of 

Maharashtra. Before 1960, the Marathi-speaking regions were part of the bilingual Bombay 

State, which included both Marathi-speaking and Gujarati-speaking areas. The demand for a 

separate Maharashtra had grown stronger through the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement, in 

which political leaders, social activists, writers, workers, students, and ordinary citizens 

participated actively. After years of protests and public pressure, the Parliament of India passed 

the Bombay Reorganization Act, 1960, creating the separate states of Maharashtra and Gujarat 

on 1 May 1960. Following the formation of Maharashtra, the immediate challenge before the 

government was to unite different regions such as Western Maharashtra, Vidarbha, Marathwada, 

Konkan, Mumbai, and North Maharashtra into one administrative and political system. These 

regions had different historical backgrounds, varying levels of economic development, and 

distinct administrative traditions because they had previously been governed under different 

provinces and princely states. The newly formed state needed a stable government capable of 

integrating these regions while promoting balanced development. Consequently, the 1962 

election became more than an ordinary electoral contest; it was a crucial step in consolidating the 

new state's political identity and administrative framework. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 Several political parties contested the 1962 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election. 

However, the Indian National Congress (INC) was the dominant political force in the state. 

Having played a leading role in India's freedom movement and possessing a strong 

organizational network across Maharashtra, the Congress enjoyed widespread public support. 
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The party emphasized political stability, economic planning, agricultural development, 

industrialization, expansion of education, irrigation projects, and administrative integration of the 

newly formed state. Apart from the Congress, parties such as the Praja Socialist Party (PSP), the 

Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), the Communist Party of India (CPI), the Republican Party of 

India (RPI), the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, and several independent candidates also contested the 

election. These parties represented different ideological positions and regional interests. The 

PWP had a strong influence in certain rural areas, especially among farmers. The CPI focused on 

workers' rights, land reforms, and labour welfare. The RPI sought to represent the interests of 

Scheduled Castes and other marginalized communities, inspired by the ideas of Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar. Although these parties had regional influence, none possessed the organizational 

strength or statewide support necessary to seriously challenge the Congress. The most influential 

leader during the election was Yashwantrao Balwantrao Chavan, who served as the first Chief 

Minister of Maharashtra after the state's formation. Chavan was widely respected for his 

administrative abilities, inclusive leadership, and vision for the state's development. He played a 

key role in integrating different regions of Maharashtra and promoting political stability. His 

emphasis on cooperative institutions, agricultural modernization, irrigation, industrial growth, 

and education earned him broad public support. Other important political leaders included 

Shripad Amrit Dange of the Communist Party of India, Nana Patil associated with the Peasants 

and Workers Party, and leaders of the Republican Party of India who worked for the rights of 

Scheduled Castes and socially disadvantaged communities. Although these leaders influenced 

public opinion in their respective regions, the popularity and organizational strength of Y. B. 

Chavan and the Congress remained unmatched across Maharashtra. 

Main Election Issues: 

 The 1962 election revolved around several important issues related to the future 

development of the newly created state. The foremost concern was the administrative integration 

of Maharashtra. Since the state had been formed by merging regions with different 

administrative systems, there was a need to establish a unified and efficient governance structure. 

Balanced regional development was another major issue. Areas such as Vidarbha and 

Marathwada were considered less developed compared to Western Maharashtra and Mumbai. 

Voters expected the new government to reduce regional inequalities by improving infrastructure, 

irrigation, roads, education, healthcare, and employment opportunities. Agriculture received 

considerable attention because a large proportion of Maharashtra's population depended on 

farming. Political parties promised better irrigation facilities, increased agricultural production, 

access to credit, fair prices for crops, and support for cooperative institutions. The cooperative 
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movement, particularly cooperative sugar factories and cooperative credit societies, was 

becoming an important model of rural development and enjoyed strong political backing. 

Industrial development also featured prominently. Mumbai had already emerged as India's 

leading industrial and commercial centre, and there were demands to extend industrialization to 

other regions of the state. Employment generation, expansion of public sector industries, and 

investment in infrastructure were important promises made during the campaign. Education, 

social welfare, and the implementation of land reforms also became key issues. Political parties 

emphasized expanding schools and colleges, improving literacy, strengthening rural education, 

protecting the interests of weaker sections, and ensuring social justice. Overall, the election 

campaign focused more on development and state-building than on ideological conflict. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 264 seats of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly, which 

was the strength of the Assembly at that time. The Indian National Congress secured a decisive 

and comfortable victory by winning 215 seats, demonstrating its overwhelming popularity across 

the state. Opposition parties won comparatively fewer seats. The Peasants and Workers Party, 

Praja Socialist Party, Communist Party of India, Republican Party of India, Bharatiya Jana 

Sangh, and independent candidates secured representation in the Assembly but remained far 

behind the Congress in terms of legislative strength. The election results reflected the confidence 

of the people in the Congress leadership during the early years of Maharashtra's existence. 

Voters preferred political stability and continuity rather than experimenting with alternative 

governments. The clear mandate enabled the government to implement long-term development 

policies without facing serious political instability. In terms of vote share, the Indian National 

Congress received approximately 51-52% of the total valid votes, which translated into a 

substantial majority of seats under the first-past-the-post electoral system. Although opposition 

parties collectively secured a significant share of the votes, these votes were divided among 

several parties and independent candidates. As a result, the Congress converted its vote share 

into an overwhelming legislative majority. The Peasants and Workers Party, Praja Socialist 

Party, Communist Party of India, Republican Party of India, Bharatiya Jana Sangh, and 

independents each secured smaller percentages of the vote. Their influence remained limited to 

particular regions or social groups rather than extending across the entire state. The election 

clearly demonstrated how a well-organized party with broad geographical support could achieve 

a dominant majority under India's electoral system. 

 Following the election, the Indian National Congress formed the government with a 

comfortable majority in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The party possessed sufficient 
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numbers to govern without coalition partners. The newly elected government focused on 

strengthening the administrative machinery of the state, expanding infrastructure, promoting 

industrial investment, supporting agricultural growth, and implementing welfare programmes. 

The Congress government also emphasized the cooperative movement, which later became one 

of Maharashtra's distinctive features. Cooperative sugar factories, cooperative banks, and rural 

credit institutions received strong policy support, contributing significantly to rural economic 

development in subsequent decades. Shri. Yashwantrao Balwantrao Chavan continued as the 

Chief Minister of Maharashtra. Under his leadership, the state witnessed the beginning of 

systematic planning for economic development, irrigation projects, educational expansion, 

industrial growth, and administrative reforms. Chavan encouraged regional balance and sought 

to integrate all parts of Maharashtra into a unified political and developmental framework. 

However, later in 1962, Y. B. Chavan was appointed as the Defence Minister of India following 

the Sino-Indian War. Thereafter, Shri. Marotrao Kannamwar assumed the office of Chief 

Minister and continued the developmental policies initiated by his predecessor. This peaceful 

transition of leadership demonstrated the stability of Maharashtra's democratic institutions. 

Political Significance: 

 The 1962 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election occupies a unique place in the 

political history of the state. It was the first democratic mandate received by the newly formed 

Maharashtra after its creation in 1960. The election established the legitimacy of the state's 

political institutions and strengthened public confidence in parliamentary democracy. It also 

demonstrated that democratic elections could successfully integrate regions with different 

historical, cultural, and administrative backgrounds into one political system. The election 

reinforced the dominance of the Indian National Congress during the initial decades after 

independence. The Congress successfully presented itself as the party capable of ensuring 

stability, development, and social harmony in the new state. The policies initiated during this 

period particularly those relating to cooperative institutions, irrigation, agriculture, education, 

and industrialization had a lasting impact on Maharashtra's economic and political development. 

Another important significance of the election was the emergence of regional political 

leadership. Leaders like Y. B. Chavan laid the foundation for a distinctive Maharashtra model of 

governance that combined agricultural development, cooperative institutions, industrial growth, 

and democratic participation. The election also established electoral traditions that continued in 

later decades, with increasing competition from opposition parties while maintaining democratic 

stability.  
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 In conclusion, the 1962 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was not merely the 

first election after state formation but a defining moment in the evolution of Maharashtra's 

democracy. It reflected the aspirations of the people for unity, development, and good 

governance after the success of the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement. The decisive victory of 

the Congress under the leadership of Y. B. Chavan provided the political stability required to 

build the institutions of the new state. The election laid a strong foundation for Maharashtra's 

future progress and remains one of the most significant milestones in the state's electoral and 

political history. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1967 

 The 1967 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was the second general election 

held in the state after its formation in 1960 and an important milestone in Maharashtra's 

democratic and political history. Conducted along with the fourth general elections to the Lok 

Sabha, this election took place during a period of significant political and economic change in 

India. The Congress Party had governed Maharashtra since the state's creation and had initiated 

several development programmes in agriculture, industry, education, and infrastructure. 

However, by 1967, the political environment had become more competitive as opposition parties 

had strengthened their organizational networks and were increasingly challenging the dominance 

of the Indian National Congress. Although Congress remained the most influential political 

force, voters were beginning to evaluate governments more critically on the basis of their 

performance rather than only on their role in the freedom movement. The election therefore 

became an important test of public confidence in the Congress government and the direction of 

Maharashtra's development. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1967 election was shaped by developments that had 

taken place during the first seven years after the formation of Maharashtra. The state had been 

created in 1960 following the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement, and the Congress government 

under Yashwantrao B. Chavan had laid the foundation for administrative integration and 

economic planning. Chavan emphasized agricultural modernization, cooperative institutions, 

industrial growth, irrigation projects, and educational expansion. However, in November 1962, 

after the Sino-Indian War, Chavan was appointed as India's Defence Minister. Leadership in 

Maharashtra then passed to Shri. Marotrao Kannamwar, whose tenure ended unexpectedly with 

his death in 1963. After a brief interim arrangement under P. K. Sawant, Vasantrao Naik became 

the Chief Minister in December 1963. By the time of the 1967 election, Vasantrao Naik had 

established himself as a practical and development-oriented leader. His government focused on 
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increasing agricultural production, expanding irrigation, strengthening the cooperative 

movement, improving roads, and encouraging industrial investment. Nevertheless, Maharashtra 

also faced important challenges. Large sections of the population depended on agriculture, and 

farmers struggled with irregular rainfall, low productivity, and inadequate irrigation. Regional 

disparities between Western Maharashtra, Vidarbha, Marathwada, Konkan, and North 

Maharashtra remained an important concern. Urban centres such as Mumbai experienced rapid 

population growth, creating pressure on housing, transport, and employment. These issues 

shaped the political debate during the election campaign. National politics also influenced the 

election. Across India, opposition parties had become stronger and were cooperating against 

Congress in many states. Although Maharashtra remained a Congress stronghold, the growing 

presence of opposition parties meant that the election would be more competitive than the first 

Assembly election held in 1962. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The Indian National Congress (INC) remained the dominant political party in 

Maharashtra. It entered the election with the advantage of being the ruling party and highlighted 

its achievements in building the newly formed state. Congress promised to continue programs 

related to agricultural development, industrialization, irrigation, education, rural development, 

and social welfare. The party enjoyed strong support among farmers, cooperative institutions, 

government employees, and a large section of the rural electorate. Several opposition parties also 

contested the election. The Peasants and Workers Party (PWP) maintained its influence in certain 

rural regions and campaigned on issues concerning farmers, agricultural labourers, and rural 

development. The Communist Party of India (CPI) focused on workers' rights, land reforms, and 

social equality, especially in industrial centres such as Mumbai. The Praja Socialist Party (PSP) 

advocated democratic socialism, social justice, and equitable economic development. The 

Republican Party of India (RPI) sought to represent Scheduled Castes and marginalized 

communities by promoting the ideals of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. The Bharatiya Jana Sangh also 

expanded its presence, particularly in urban constituencies. Independent candidates and smaller 

regional parties contested in several constituencies and influenced local electoral outcomes. 

Although these opposition parties had pockets of influence, they were divided by ideology and 

regional interests. Their inability to unite behind a common programme allowed Congress to 

retain a significant electoral advantage. The most prominent leader in the 1967 election was Shri. 

Vasantrao Naik, who had served as Chief Minister since 1963. Naik was known for his calm 

leadership, administrative experience, and emphasis on rural development. He promoted 

agricultural modernization, irrigation expansion, cooperative farming, and balanced regional 
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development. His leadership gave Congress stability during a period of increasing political 

competition. Although he was serving at the national level as Defence Minister, Yashwantrao 

Balwantrao Chavan continued to be one of the most respected political figures in Maharashtra. 

His influence within the Congress organization remained considerable, and many voters 

associated the party's developmental policies with his earlier leadership. Other notable leaders 

included Shri. Shripad Amrit Dange of the Communist Party of India, leaders of the Peasants and 

Workers Party who mobilized support among farmers, prominent Republican Party leaders 

advocating social justice, and Bharatiya Jana Sangh leaders working to expand their urban 

political base. These leaders contributed to a more vibrant and competitive electoral 

environment. 

Main Election Issues: 

 Agriculture was one of the most important issues during the election. Since the majority 

of Maharashtra's population depended on farming, political parties promised improved irrigation 

facilities, better agricultural credit, fair prices for crops, increased use of modern farming 

techniques, and expansion of cooperative institutions. Farmers demanded government support to 

improve productivity and reduce dependence on uncertain monsoon rainfall. Regional imbalance 

remained another significant issue. Many voters believed that regions such as Vidarbha and 

Marathwada required greater public investment in roads, education, irrigation, healthcare, and 

industries. Political parties assured voters that they would promote balanced regional 

development and reduce disparities among different parts of the state. Industrial development 

and employment generation were also major campaign issues. Mumbai had become India's 

financial and industrial centre, but there was growing demand to establish industries in other 

districts as well. Parties promised new industrial projects, improved infrastructure, and greater 

employment opportunities for educated youth. Education received considerable attention during 

the campaign. There was widespread demand for new schools, colleges, technical institutions, 

and vocational training centres. Political parties also discussed public health services, rural roads, 

drinking water supply, housing, and welfare programmes for weaker sections of society. The 

election campaign reflected a shift in voter expectations. Instead of focusing only on the 

achievements of the freedom movement or the creation of Maharashtra, voters increasingly 

expected practical solutions to everyday economic and social problems. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was held for 270 seats, following 

changes made after delimitation. The Indian National Congress secured a convincing victory by 

winning 203 seats, comfortably crossing the majority mark. This victory demonstrated that 



Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Elections (1960-2024): A Political Journey of Democracy 

 (ISBN: 978-93-47587-96-2) 

21 
 

Congress continued to enjoy widespread public confidence despite the growing strength of 

opposition parties. The opposition improved its overall performance compared to previous 

elections but remained divided. The Peasants and Workers Party, Communist Party of India, 

Republican Party of India, Bharatiya Jana Sangh, Praja Socialist Party, Samyukta Socialist Party, 

and independent candidates secured representation in the Assembly. However, none of these 

parties individually or collectively posed a serious threat to the Congress majority. The election 

results showed that while Maharashtra was gradually developing a competitive multi-party 

system, Congress remained the dominant political force in the state. The Indian National 

Congress received approximately 47-48% of the total valid votes in the 1967 election. Although 

this vote share was lower than in the 1962 election, it was sufficient to secure a comfortable 

majority of Assembly seats because of the first-past-the-post electoral system. The remaining 

votes were distributed among several opposition parties. The Peasants and Workers Party, 

Communist Party of India, Republican Party of India, Bharatiya Jana Sangh, Praja Socialist 

Party, Samyukta Socialist Party, and independent candidates collectively secured a substantial 

share of the vote. However, because opposition support was fragmented across multiple parties, 

Congress converted its vote share into a much larger proportion of Assembly seats. 

 Following the election, the Indian National Congress formed the government with a clear 

majority in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. Since it had secured well above the required 

majority, the party did not need coalition partners to govern. The government continued to focus 

on rural development, irrigation projects, cooperative institutions, industrial expansion, 

educational reforms, and infrastructure development. It also emphasized administrative 

efficiency and balanced regional growth. The continuity of Congress rule allowed long-term 

development programmes initiated in the early years of Maharashtra to progress without major 

political instability. After the Congress victory, Vasantrao Naik continued as the Chief Minister 

of Maharashtra. His re-election reflected public confidence in his leadership and developmental 

policies. Naik would later become the longest-serving Chief Minister in Maharashtra's history, 

serving until 1975. During his tenure, Maharashtra witnessed important developments in 

agriculture, irrigation, rural employment, industrialization, and the cooperative movement. His 

government encouraged the expansion of cooperative sugar factories, agricultural credit 

societies, and rural development programs that significantly influenced Maharashtra's economy 

over the following decades.  

Political Significance: 

 The 1967 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election holds considerable political 

significance because it confirmed the stability of democratic institutions in the young state. It 
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demonstrated that Maharashtra had successfully completed the transition from state formation to 

regular democratic governance through peaceful elections and constitutional processes. The 

election also reflected the beginning of a more competitive political environment. Although 

Congress retained power comfortably, opposition parties expanded their organizational networks 

and gradually increased their electoral influence. This marked the emergence of a healthier 

multi-party democracy in Maharashtra, where governments would increasingly be evaluated on 

governance, development, and public welfare rather than historical achievements alone. Another 

important feature of the election was the growing importance of development-oriented politics. 

Agricultural growth, irrigation, industrialization, education, employment, and regional balance 

became central themes in electoral campaigns. These issues would continue to dominate 

Maharashtra's politics for many decades. The election further strengthened the cooperative 

movement as an important instrument of rural development. Government support for cooperative 

sugar factories, dairy cooperatives, and cooperative banks transformed the rural economy, 

particularly in Western Maharashtra. These institutions also became influential centres of 

political leadership and played a major role in shaping the state's political landscape. The 

leadership of Vasantrao Naik during this period left a lasting impact on Maharashtra's 

development. His emphasis on practical governance, agricultural progress, and administrative 

stability helped strengthen public confidence in democratic institutions. The continuity of 

Congress rule enabled the state to implement long-term development strategies that contributed 

significantly to Maharashtra's economic and social progress. 

 In conclusion, the 1967 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was an important 

chapter in the state's democratic history. It reinforced the dominance of the Indian National 

Congress while also encouraging the growth of opposition politics within a constitutional 

framework. The election highlighted the increasing importance of development, good 

governance, regional balance, and rural prosperity in Maharashtra's political discourse. By 

providing political stability and continuity under the leadership of Vasantrao Naik, the election 

contributed significantly to the consolidation of democracy and laid the foundation for the state's 

continued growth during the late 1960s and early 1970s. It remains a significant milestone in 

understanding the evolution of Maharashtra's electoral politics and democratic governance. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1972 

 The 1972 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was the third general election held 

in the state after its formation in 1960 and one of the most significant elections in its political 

history. Conducted in March 1972, this election took place during a period when the Indian 

National Congress (INC) enjoyed immense popularity across the country under the leadership of 
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Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. The Congress had achieved a remarkable victory in the 1971 Lok 

Sabha election with the slogan "Garibi Hatao" (Remove Poverty) and had further strengthened its 

public image after India's victory in the 1971 Indo-Pakistan War, which led to the creation of 

Bangladesh. These national developments created a strong wave in favour of the Congress Party 

throughout India, including Maharashtra. As a result, the 1972 Assembly election was not only a 

contest between political parties but also a reflection of the people's confidence in the Congress 

leadership at both the national and state levels. The election reinforced democratic governance in 

Maharashtra and provided the government with a fresh mandate to continue the state's economic 

and social development. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1972 election was shaped by both national and state-level 

developments. Since the formation of Maharashtra in 1960, the Indian National Congress had 

remained the dominant political party. Under the leadership of Yashwantrao B. Chavan and later 

Vasantrao Naik, the state witnessed significant progress in administrative integration, 

agricultural development, industrial expansion, education, irrigation, and the cooperative 

movement. By the early 1970s, Maharashtra had established itself as one of India's leading 

industrial and agricultural states. At the national level, the Congress Party experienced internal 

divisions in 1969, resulting in a split between the Congress (Organization) and Congress (R) led 

by Indira Gandhi. Indira Gandhi's faction emerged as the stronger political force after its 

overwhelming success in the 1971 Lok Sabha election. Her policies of poverty alleviation, bank 

nationalization, abolition of privy purses, and social justice gained widespread public support. 

India's military victory in the 1971 war further enhanced her popularity and created a favorable 

political atmosphere for Congress candidates in state elections. In Maharashtra, Vasantrao Naik 

had been serving as Chief Minister since 1963. During his tenure, the government promoted rural 

development, irrigation projects, cooperative sugar factories, dairy cooperatives, agricultural 

modernization, industrial investment, and educational expansion. Although Maharashtra faced 

challenges such as regional imbalance, unemployment, and periodic drought conditions in some 

areas, the overall image of the Congress government remained positive. Consequently, the party 

entered the 1972 election with considerable public support. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The Indian National Congress (Congress-R) was the principal political party contesting 

the election. The party campaigned on its record of development, economic planning, poverty 

reduction, agricultural growth, industrialization, education, and social welfare. It also highlighted 

the popularity of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and the success of the central government in 
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strengthening India's international position. Several opposition parties also contested the 

election. These included the Congress (Organization), which had separated from Indira Gandhi's 

Congress in 1969, the Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), the Communist Party of India (CPI), 

the Communist Party of India (Marxist), the Republican Party of India (RPI), the Bharatiya Jana 

Sangh, the Samyukta Socialist Party (SSP), and a number of independent candidates. Each party 

represented different ideological viewpoints and social groups. The Peasants and Workers Party 

continued to enjoy influence in certain rural districts, particularly among farmers. The 

Communist parties focused on labour rights, land reforms, and economic equality. The 

Republican Party of India represented the interests of Scheduled Castes and socially 

marginalized communities inspired by the principles of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. The Bharatiya Jana 

Sangh gradually expanded its urban political presence. Despite these efforts, the opposition 

remained divided and lacked a unified strategy capable of effectively challenging the Congress 

Party across the state. The most important political leader during the 1972 election was 

Vasantrao Naik, who sought another term as Chief Minister. Naik was widely respected for his 

administrative ability, practical approach to governance, and emphasis on agricultural and rural 

development. His leadership had brought political stability to Maharashtra for nearly a decade. 

At the national level, Indira Gandhi played a decisive role in shaping the election. Her popularity 

after the 1971 Lok Sabha victory and the Bangladesh Liberation War greatly benefited Congress 

candidates throughout Maharashtra. Many voters associated the Congress with strong leadership, 

national security, and economic development. Another influential leader was Yashwantrao 

Balwantrao Chavan, who continued to command immense respect in Maharashtra despite 

serving in national politics. Opposition leaders from the Peasants and Workers Party, Communist 

parties, Republican Party of India, and Bharatiya Jana Sangh actively campaigned across the 

state, but none enjoyed the statewide popularity of the Congress leadership. 

Main Election Issues: 

 The election campaign focused primarily on development and economic progress. 

Poverty reduction was one of the central issues, influenced by Indira Gandhi's "Garibi Hatao" 

programme. Congress promised to continue implementing welfare schemes for poor families, 

improve employment opportunities, and reduce economic inequality. Agriculture remained 

another major issue because most people in Maharashtra depended on farming. Political parties 

promised increased irrigation facilities, improved agricultural credit, modern farming methods, 

better seeds, fertilizers, and fair prices for agricultural produce. Strengthening cooperative 

institutions, especially cooperative sugar factories and cooperative banks, also formed an 

important part of the Congress agenda. Industrial development and employment generation 
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received considerable attention. Mumbai had become India's commercial and financial capital, 

while cities such as Pune, Nagpur, Nashik, Aurangabad, and Kolhapur were emerging as 

important industrial centres. Political parties promised balanced industrial growth and greater 

employment opportunities for educated youth. Regional development was another significant 

issue. There were demands for greater investment in Vidarbha, Marathwada, Konkan, and North 

Maharashtra to reduce regional disparities. Political parties also discussed education, healthcare, 

rural roads, drinking water, electrification, housing, and social welfare programmes. Overall, the 

campaign emphasized development rather than ideological confrontation. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for 270 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The Indian 

National Congress (Congress-R) secured a landslide victory by winning 222 seats, giving it an 

overwhelming majority in the Assembly. This was one of the largest electoral victories achieved 

by the Congress in Maharashtra's history. The opposition parties performed poorly. The Peasants 

and Workers Party, Communist Party of India, Communist Party of India (Marxist), Congress 

(Organization), Bharatiya Jana Sangh, Republican Party of India, Samyukta Socialist Party, and 

independent candidates won only a limited number of seats. Although these parties retained 

influence in certain constituencies, they were unable to challenge the Congress at the state level. 

The election results reflected the combined impact of Indira Gandhi's national popularity, 

Vasantrao Naik's stable leadership, and the organizational strength of the Congress Party 

throughout Maharashtra. The Indian National Congress (Congress-R) received approximately 

56% of the total valid votes, one of the highest vote shares secured by the party in Maharashtra 

Assembly elections. This large vote share translated into an overwhelming majority of seats 

because of the first-past-the-post electoral system. The remaining votes were divided among 

numerous opposition parties, including Congress (Organization), Peasants and Workers Party, 

Communist Party of India, Communist Party of India (Marxist), Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 

Republican Party of India, Samyukta Socialist Party, and independent candidates. The 

fragmentation of opposition votes significantly benefited the Congress Party and contributed to 

its decisive electoral victory. 

 After the election, the Indian National Congress (Congress-R) formed the government 

with a clear and comfortable majority in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. Since the party 

had won far more seats than required for a majority, it formed the government independently 

without the support of coalition partners. The new government continued its focus on agricultural 

development, irrigation projects, industrialization, cooperative institutions, education, public 

health, rural infrastructure, and poverty alleviation. It also sought to implement welfare policies 
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inspired by the national programmes introduced by the Indira Gandhi government. Vasantrao 

Naik continued as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra. His victory reflected the confidence of the 

electorate in his leadership and developmental policies. Naik remained in office until 1975, 

making him the longest-serving Chief Minister in the history of Maharashtra. During his tenure, 

Maharashtra experienced significant growth in agriculture through the Green Revolution, 

expansion of irrigation facilities, strengthening of cooperative sugar factories, industrial 

development, educational institutions, and rural infrastructure. His administration laid the 

foundation for many long-term developmental initiatives that continued to influence the state's 

economy for decades. 

Political Significance: 

 The 1972 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election occupies an important place in the 

political history of the state. It represented the peak of Congress dominance in Maharashtra and 

demonstrated the close relationship between national and state politics during the early 1970s. 

The popularity of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, combined with Vasantrao Naik's effective state 

leadership, resulted in one of the strongest electoral mandates received by any government in 

Maharashtra. The election confirmed that development-oriented politics had become the central 

feature of electoral competition. Issues such as poverty reduction, agricultural modernization, 

irrigation, industrialization, employment, education, and regional development dominated the 

campaign and influenced voter behaviour. The election also reinforced the importance of 

cooperative institutions in Maharashtra's rural economy and politics. Another significant aspect 

of the election was the continued weakness and fragmentation of the opposition. Although 

several parties represented different ideological perspectives, they failed to present a united 

challenge against the Congress. This allowed the Congress to maintain political stability and 

continue implementing long-term development programmes without serious legislative 

obstacles. The leadership of Vasantrao Naik during this period had a lasting impact on 

Maharashtra's governance. His emphasis on agricultural productivity, rural development, 

balanced regional growth, and administrative stability contributed significantly to the state's 

progress. Many of the policies introduced during his tenure, particularly in the cooperative sector 

and irrigation development, continued to influence Maharashtra's economic and political 

landscape for many years. The 1972 election also demonstrated the maturity of democratic 

institutions in Maharashtra. Regular elections, peaceful transfer of public mandates, and 

constitutional governance strengthened public faith in parliamentary democracy. At the same 

time, the election highlighted how national political developments could significantly influence 

state-level electoral outcomes. 
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 In conclusion, the 1972 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a landmark event 

in the state's political history. It strengthened the dominance of the Indian National Congress, 

reaffirmed public confidence in the leadership of Vasantrao Naik and Indira Gandhi, and 

provided the government with a strong mandate to continue its development agenda. The 

election contributed to political stability, accelerated economic development, and reinforced 

democratic governance in Maharashtra. Its legacy can still be seen in the state's emphasis on 

agricultural development, cooperative institutions, industrial growth, and welfare-oriented public 

policies, making it one of the most significant elections in the evolution of Maharashtra's 

legislative and political history. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1978 

 The 1978 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most significant and 

dramatic elections in the political history of Maharashtra. Unlike the earlier Assembly elections 

of 1962, 1967, and 1972, which were largely dominated by the Indian National Congress, the 

1978 election witnessed intense political competition, party divisions, shifting alliances, and the 

emergence of new political leadership. It was held in March 1978, shortly after the end of the 

Emergency (1975-1977), a period that had a profound impact on Indian politics. The election 

marked the beginning of coalition politics in Maharashtra and ended the era of uninterrupted 

Congress dominance that had existed since the formation of the state in 1960. It also paved the 

way for the rise of a new generation of political leaders who would shape Maharashtra's politics 

for decades. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1978 election was dominated by the events of the 

Emergency imposed by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi from 1975 to 1977. During the 

Emergency, civil liberties were restricted, opposition leaders were arrested, press freedom was 

curtailed, and elections were postponed. Although the Emergency was introduced to maintain 

political stability and internal security, many sections of society criticized it for weakening 

democratic institutions. When the Emergency ended in 1977, general elections were held for the 

Lok Sabha. The Janata Party, which had been formed by bringing together several opposition 

parties, defeated the Congress at the national level, and Morarji Desai became the Prime Minister 

of India. The defeat of Congress significantly changed the political atmosphere across the 

country, including Maharashtra. Another major development before the Maharashtra Assembly 

election was the split in the Congress Party. The Congress was divided into Congress (I) led by 

Indira Gandhi and Congress (U) led by senior leaders such as Devraj Urs and supported in 

Maharashtra by leaders including Yashwantrao Chavan and Vasantdada Patil. This division 
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weakened the traditional Congress vote bank and created opportunities for opposition parties. 

The political environment in Maharashtra had therefore become highly competitive. For the first 

time since the state's formation, it appeared possible that Congress might lose its complete 

dominance. Voters were also more politically aware after the Emergency and expected greater 

accountability, transparency, and democratic governance. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 Several political parties contested the 1978 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election. 

The Janata Party emerged as the principal opposition force after its success in the 1977 Lok 

Sabha elections. It campaigned on the themes of restoring democracy, protecting civil liberties, 

fighting corruption, and providing transparent governance. The Congress contested the election 

as two separate parties. Congress (I), led nationally by Indira Gandhi, appealed to voters by 

emphasizing strong leadership, poverty alleviation, and social welfare. Congress (U), supported 

by many experienced Congress leaders in Maharashtra, highlighted administrative experience 

and stability. Other important parties included the Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), the 

Communist Party of India (CPI), the Communist Party of India (Marxist), the Republican Party 

of India (RPI), and several independent candidates. These parties had regional or ideological 

influence but were not in a position to secure a majority independently. The presence of multiple 

parties and the split in the Congress made the election one of the most competitive in 

Maharashtra's history. Several prominent leaders played important roles during the election. 

Vasantdada Patil was one of the senior Congress leaders and represented Congress (U). He was 

known for his leadership in the cooperative movement and rural development. Indira Gandhi 

remained the most influential national leader of Congress (I). Although she had lost power at the 

Centre in 1977, she continued to enjoy considerable support among many sections of the 

population. The Janata Party included several respected national leaders such as Morarji Desai, 

whose victory in the 1977 Lok Sabha elections strengthened the party's image. One of the most 

significant emerging leaders was Sharad Pawar. At the time, he was a young and dynamic 

politician who initially belonged to Congress (U). His political decisions after the election would 

dramatically alter Maharashtra's political history and establish him as one of the state's most 

influential leaders. 

Main Election Issues: 

 The restoration of democracy after the Emergency was one of the most important election 

issues. Opposition parties argued that democratic institutions needed to be strengthened and that 

individual freedoms should be fully protected. The Congress defended its record by emphasizing 

development and national stability. Agriculture remained a major concern because a large 
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proportion of Maharashtra's population depended on farming. Political parties promised 

improved irrigation, agricultural credit, fair crop prices, modern farming techniques, and support 

for cooperative institutions. Unemployment and industrial development were also important 

issues. Maharashtra was rapidly industrializing, particularly around Mumbai, Pune, Nashik, 

Aurangabad, and Nagpur. Political parties promised to create employment opportunities, attract 

investment, and encourage balanced industrial growth. Regional imbalance continued to be 

debated. Leaders from Vidarbha, Marathwada, and Konkan demanded greater public investment 

in infrastructure, education, healthcare, irrigation, and industries. Corruption, administrative 

efficiency, poverty alleviation, rural development, education, and welfare programmes also 

featured prominently in the election campaign. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly after 

delimitation had increased the Assembly's strength from 270 to 288. No political party secured 

an absolute majority. The results reflected the highly fragmented political environment. 

The major results were approximately as follows: 

• Janata Party- 99 seats 

• Congress (U)- 69 seats 

• Congress (I)- 62 seats 

• Peasants and Workers Party- 13 seats 

Remaining seats were won by the Communist parties, Republican Party of India, smaller 

regional parties, and independent candidates. 

These results clearly indicated that voters had rejected one-party dominance and preferred a 

more competitive political system. Since no party had enough seats to form the government 

independently, coalition politics became inevitable. 

The vote share was also widely divided among several political parties. 

• Janata Party secured approximately 34% of the total valid votes. 

• Congress (U) received about 24% of the votes. 

• Congress (I) secured approximately 22% of the votes. 

• Peasants and Workers Party secured approximately 05% of the votes. 

The remaining votes were shared by the, Communist parties, Republican Party of India, 

independents, and smaller political parties. 

Although the combined vote share of the two Congress factions remained higher than that of the 

Janata Party, the split in the Congress vote significantly reduced its ability to win seats. This 



Bhumi Publishing, India 
August 2026 

30 
 

demonstrated how party divisions can influence election outcomes under the first-past-the-post 

electoral system. 

 After the election, no single party possessed a legislative majority. Initially, Congress (U) 

and Congress (I) decided to cooperate despite their differences and formed a coalition 

government. This alliance enabled Vasantdada Patil to become the Chief Minister. However, the 

coalition soon became unstable because of political disagreements. Within a few months, Sharad 

Pawar left Congress (U) along with several legislators and formed the Progressive Democratic 

Front (PDF) with the support of the Janata Party, Peasants and Workers Party, Communist 

parties, and several independents. This new alliance secured majority support in the Assembly. 

Consequently, the Vasantdada Patil government fell, and the Progressive Democratic Front 

formed the new government. Vasantdada Patil initially became the Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra as head of the Congress coalition government. Later in July 1978, after the 

formation of the Progressive Democratic Front, Shri. Sharad Pawar became the Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra. At the age of 38, he became the youngest Chief Minister in Maharashtra's history. 

Sharad Pawar's appointment marked the beginning of a new phase in Maharashtra politics. His 

leadership emphasized coalition-building, pragmatic governance, agricultural development, 

industrial growth, and regional balance. His emergence also marked the rise of regional 

leadership that would continue to influence Maharashtra politics for several decades. 

Political Significance: 

 The 1978 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election occupies a unique and historic 

place in the state's political history. First, it marked the end of uninterrupted Congress dominance 

that had existed since the formation of Maharashtra in 1960. Although Congress remained an 

important political force, it was no longer capable of governing without facing serious 

competition. Second, the election introduced the era of coalition politics in Maharashtra. Since 

no party secured a clear majority, political alliances became essential for government formation. 

Coalition governments would become a recurring feature of Maharashtra politics in later 

decades. Third, the election demonstrated the impact of national political developments on state 

politics. The Emergency, the defeat of Congress in the 1977 Lok Sabha election, and the split in 

the Congress Party significantly influenced voting patterns in Maharashtra. Fourth, the election 

marked the emergence of Sharad Pawar as a major political leader. His formation of the 

Progressive Democratic Front and successful assumption of the Chief Minister's office 

demonstrated his political skill and leadership abilities. Over the following decades, Pawar 

became one of Maharashtra's most influential politicians and played a major role in both state 

and national politics. Fifth, the election strengthened democratic competition. Voters showed that 
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they were willing to support different political parties based on changing political circumstances 

rather than maintaining loyalty to a single party. This reflected the growing maturity of 

Maharashtra's democratic system. Finally, the election reinforced the importance of governance, 

development, democratic values, and political accountability. Issues such as agriculture, 

employment, industrialization, regional balance, education, and social welfare continued to 

dominate electoral politics, while democratic freedoms gained greater importance after the 

experience of the Emergency. 

 In conclusion, the 1978 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most 

transformative elections in the history of Maharashtra. It ended one-party political dominance, 

introduced coalition politics, reflected the changing aspirations of voters, and brought a new 

generation of leaders into prominence. The election demonstrated the resilience of India's 

democratic system after the Emergency and showed that peaceful constitutional processes could 

bring about significant political change. Its long-term impact continues to be visible in 

Maharashtra's multi-party-political system, coalition governments, and leadership patterns, 

making it one of the most important milestones in the state's legislative and electoral history. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1980 

 The 1980 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most important 

elections in the political history of the state. It was held in May 1980, nearly two years after the 

dramatic political developments that followed the 1978 Assembly election. Unlike previous 

elections, the 1980 election was conducted after the dissolution of the Maharashtra Legislative 

Assembly by the Central Government following major political changes at the national level. 

This election marked the return of the Indian National Congress (Indira), popularly known as 

Congress (I), to power in Maharashtra and reflected the renewed popularity of Prime Minister 

Indira Gandhi after her victory in the 1980 Lok Sabha election. The election also demonstrated 

the close relationship between national and state politics, as the outcome in Maharashtra was 

strongly influenced by political developments taking place across the country. It became a 

turning point that restored Congress dominance in the state after the brief period of coalition 

politics that followed the 1978 election. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1980 election was shaped by the political instability that 

developed after the 1978 Maharashtra Assembly election. In 1978, no party had secured a clear 

majority in the Assembly. Initially, Congress (U) and Congress (I) formed a coalition 

government under Vasantdada Patil. However, this alliance did not last long. In July 1978, 

Sharad Pawar broke away from Congress (U) and formed the Progressive Democratic Front 
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(PDF) with the support of the Janata Party, the Peasants and Workers Party, Communist parties, 

and several independent legislators. Sharad Pawar became the youngest Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra at the age of thirty-eight. At the national level, however, the political situation 

changed dramatically. The Janata Party government led by Morarji Desai collapsed because of 

internal conflicts. Fresh Lok Sabha elections were held in January 1980, and Indira Gandhi led 

Congress (I) to a decisive victory. After returning to power at the Centre, the new Central 

Government dissolved the Legislative Assemblies of several states where non-Congress 

governments were in power, including Maharashtra. Consequently, fresh Assembly elections 

were announced in 1980. The political atmosphere before the election strongly favored Congress 

(I). Many voters believed that a government belonging to the same party as the Central 

Government would provide greater political stability and faster economic development. At the 

same time, frequent changes of government in Maharashtra had created a desire among voters 

for a stable administration. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The principal political party in the election was the Indian National Congress (I) led 

nationally by Indira Gandhi. The party campaigned on the themes of political stability, economic 

development, poverty alleviation, agricultural progress, employment generation, and strong 

leadership. It emphasized the need for a stable state government that could work effectively with 

the Central Government. The Progressive Democratic Front (PDF), led by Sharad Pawar, also 

contested the election. Although it had governed Maharashtra since 1978, it faced the difficult 

challenge of contesting against the resurgent Congress (I), which had regained popularity after 

the Lok Sabha elections. Other important political parties included the Janata Party, Congress 

(U), Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), Communist Party of India (CPI), Communist Party of 

India (Marxist), Republican Party of India (RPI), and several independent candidates. However, 

many opposition parties remained divided, reducing their ability to challenge Congress (I) 

effectively. The most influential political leader during the election was Indira Gandhi. Her 

return to power in the 1980 Lok Sabha election generated widespread public support for 

Congress (I) candidates throughout Maharashtra. Another important leader was Sharad Pawar, 

who headed the Progressive Democratic Front government before the election. Pawar had 

emerged as one of Maharashtra's most dynamic political leaders and campaigned vigorously to 

retain power. Abdul Rehman Antulay became another prominent figure during this election. A 

loyal supporter of Indira Gandhi, Antulay played an important role in strengthening Congress (I) 

in Maharashtra and later became the Chief Minister after the party's victory. Senior Congress 

leaders such as Yashwantrao Balwantrao Chavan and Vasantdada Patil also continued to 
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influence Maharashtra politics, although the central leadership of Indira Gandhi dominated the 

campaign. 

Main Election Issues: 

 Political stability was the most important issue during the election. Frequent changes of 

government after 1978 had created uncertainty, and voters wanted a stable administration 

capable of providing effective governance. Economic development remained another major 

issue. Political parties promised industrial growth, agricultural modernization, expansion of 

irrigation facilities, employment generation, infrastructure development, and increased public 

investment. Maharashtra continued to be one of India's leading industrial states, and there was 

strong demand for balanced industrial development across different regions. Agriculture received 

considerable attention because a majority of the population depended on farming. Political 

parties promised better irrigation, agricultural credit, improved seeds, fertilizers, modern 

technology, and fair prices for agricultural produce. Strengthening cooperative institutions 

remained an important part of the Congress agenda. Regional development was another 

important concern. Leaders promised greater investment in Vidarbha, Marathwada, Konkan, 

North Maharashtra, and other less-developed regions to reduce regional inequalities. The 

election campaign also focused on poverty alleviation, education, healthcare, housing, drinking 

water, rural roads, electricity, and welfare programs for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, 

backward classes, women, and economically weaker sections of society. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The Indian 

National Congress (I) secured a decisive victory by winning 186 seats, comfortably crossing the 

majority mark required to form the government. The Progressive Democratic Front, Janata Party, 

Congress (U), Peasants and Workers Party, Communist Party of India, Communist Party of India 

(Marxist), Republican Party of India, and independent candidates won the remaining seats. 

Although Sharad Pawar retained considerable regional influence, the opposition was unable to 

prevent the Congress victory. The election results demonstrated that the people of Maharashtra 

had once again placed their confidence in Congress leadership after the brief experiment with 

coalition politics. The Indian National Congress (I) secured approximately 44-45% of the total 

valid votes, enabling it to obtain a comfortable majority of Assembly seats under the first-past-

the-post electoral system. The remaining votes were distributed among the Progressive 

Democratic Front, Janata Party, Congress (U), Peasants and Workers Party, Communist parties, 

Republican Party of India, and independent candidates. Because opposition votes were divided 

among several parties, Congress (I) converted its vote share into a much larger proportion of 
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Assembly seats. The election once again illustrated how electoral alliances and party unity 

significantly influence outcomes under India's voting system. 

 Following the election, the Indian National Congress (I) formed the government 

independently with a comfortable majority in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. Unlike the 

coalition governments of the late 1970s, the new Congress government enjoyed a stable 

legislative majority and did not depend on support from smaller parties. The government focused 

on restoring administrative stability, accelerating economic development, strengthening 

agriculture, expanding irrigation, encouraging industrial investment, improving infrastructure, 

and implementing social welfare programs. It also emphasized maintaining close coordination 

with the Central Government under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. After the election, Janab 

Abdul Rehman Antulay was appointed as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra on 9 June 1980. 

Antulay became the first Muslim Chief Minister of Maharashtra, making his appointment 

historically significant. His government introduced several development initiatives and welfare 

programs. However, his tenure later became controversial because of allegations relating to the 

collection of donations through certain charitable trusts. Following judicial criticism and political 

pressure, Antulay resigned in 1982. Despite the controversy that emerged later, his appointment 

represented the beginning of a new phase in Maharashtra's Congress leadership following the 

return of Indira Gandhi to power. 

Political Significance: 

 The 1980 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election occupies an important place in the 

state's political history for several reasons. First, it marked the return of Congress dominance 

after the period of coalition politics that had begun with the 1978 election. The decisive victory 

of Congress (I) demonstrated that the party had successfully regained public confidence 

following its defeat during the post-Emergency period. Second, the election clearly showed the 

influence of national political developments on state elections. Indira Gandhi's overwhelming 

victory in the 1980 Lok Sabha election created a favorable political atmosphere that significantly 

contributed to the Congress victory in Maharashtra. The election highlighted how voters often 

considered both state and national leadership while casting their votes. Third, the election 

reinforced the importance of political stability. After experiencing frequent changes of 

government between 1978 and 1980, many voters preferred a single-party majority government 

capable of implementing long-term development policies. Fourth, the election demonstrated the 

continuing importance of development-oriented politics. Agricultural modernization, 

industrialization, irrigation, employment, education, infrastructure, poverty alleviation, and 

regional balance remained the dominant issues influencing voter behavior. Fifth, the election 
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marked an important leadership transition within the Maharashtra Congress. Abdul Rehman 

Antulay's appointment as the state's first Muslim Chief Minister reflected the Congress Party's 

efforts to promote inclusive political representation while maintaining organizational unity. 

Finally, the election strengthened democratic governance by showing that governments could 

change peacefully through constitutional and electoral processes. The defeat of the Progressive 

Democratic Front and the return of Congress through democratic elections reinforced public faith 

in parliamentary democracy and the electoral system. 

 In conclusion, the 1980 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a landmark event 

that restored political stability after a period of coalition governments and political uncertainty. 

The victory of the Indian National Congress (I), influenced by the popularity of Indira Gandhi 

and the public's desire for stable governance, marked the beginning of a new political phase in 

Maharashtra. The election reaffirmed the importance of democratic institutions, development-

oriented governance, and responsible leadership. It also demonstrated the dynamic nature of 

Maharashtra's political system, where voters continued to evaluate governments based on their 

performance, leadership, and ability to address the changing needs of society. Therefore, the 

1980 election remains one of the most significant milestones in the evolution of Maharashtra's 

legislative and democratic history. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1985 

 The 1985 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was the seventh Assembly election 

held in the state since its formation in 1960. Conducted in March 1985, the election came at a 

time when Indian politics was undergoing major changes following the assassination of Prime 

Minister Indira Gandhi on 31 October 1984. Her death deeply affected the nation and created a 

wave of public sympathy for the Indian National Congress, which was then led by her son, Rajiv 

Gandhi. In the 1984 Lok Sabha election, the Congress secured a historic victory, and this 

national political atmosphere strongly influenced the Maharashtra Assembly election held a few 

months later. The election became an important milestone because it reaffirmed the dominance 

of the Congress Party in Maharashtra while also highlighting the gradual rise of opposition 

parties that would become stronger in the following decades. It reflected the people's desire for 

political stability, economic development, and effective governance during a period of national 

transition. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1985 election was shaped by developments that had 

taken place between 1980 and 1985. After the 1980 Assembly election, the Indian National 

Congress (I) formed the government under A. R. Antulay. However, Antulay resigned in 1982 
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following controversy related to the collection of donations through charitable trusts. He was 

succeeded by Babasaheb Bhosale, who served as Chief Minister from 1982 to 1983. In 1983, the 

Congress leadership appointed Vasantdada Patil as Chief Minister once again because of his 

extensive administrative experience and strong political support within the party. During this 

period, Maharashtra continued to experience rapid industrial growth, particularly in Mumbai, 

Pune, Nashik, Aurangabad, and Nagpur. The cooperative movement expanded further, and 

agriculture remained the primary source of livelihood for a large section of the population. 

However, the state also faced challenges such as rural poverty, periodic droughts, unemployment 

among educated youth, urban congestion, rising population, housing shortages, and regional 

disparities between developed and less-developed areas. At the national level, the assassination 

of Indira Gandhi in 1984 profoundly influenced public opinion. The Congress Party, under the 

leadership of Rajiv Gandhi, received overwhelming public support in the Lok Sabha elections. 

Rajiv Gandhi promoted the image of a modern and technologically progressive India, 

emphasizing administrative reforms, computerization, education, science, and development. This 

favorable political atmosphere significantly benefited the Congress Party in Maharashtra during 

the 1985 Assembly election. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The Indian National Congress (I) was the principal political party contesting the election. 

It campaigned on its achievements in industrial development, agricultural growth, cooperative 

institutions, rural development, education, infrastructure, and social welfare. The party also 

highlighted the leadership of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and promised to modernize 

administration while continuing welfare programs for farmers, workers, women, Scheduled 

Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and economically weaker sections. The opposition consisted of several 

parties. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which had been established in 1980, gradually 

expanded its influence in urban areas. The Janata Party continued to contest elections but had 

become weaker after internal divisions. The Peasants and Workers Party (PWP) retained 

influence in certain rural districts. The Communist Party of India (CPI) and the Communist Party 

of India (Marxist) continued to represent labour and left-oriented political interests. The 

Republican Party of India (RPI) represented the interests of Scheduled Castes and marginalized 

communities. In addition, Shiv Sena, founded in 1966 by Bal Thackeray, had begun expanding 

its political influence, particularly in Mumbai and neighbouring urban areas, although it had not 

yet emerged as a major statewide electoral force. Despite the presence of several opposition 

parties, they remained divided and lacked a united strategy against the Congress Party. This 

division gave Congress a considerable electoral advantage. The most prominent national leader 
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during the election was Rajiv Gandhi. His popularity following the 1984 Lok Sabha election 

significantly strengthened the Congress campaign throughout Maharashtra. Rajiv Gandhi 

projected an image of clean governance, modernization, technological progress, and youth 

leadership. At the state level, Vasantdada Patil led the Congress government into the election. 

Patil was widely respected for his administrative experience and his contribution to the 

cooperative movement, agricultural development, and rural progress. Another important leader 

was Sharad Pawar, who had returned to the Congress after leading a separate political group in 

the late 1970s. His growing influence within Maharashtra politics made him one of the state's 

most significant political figures. Balasaheb Thackeray continued strengthening Shiv Sena's 

organizational base, particularly among Marathi-speaking urban voters. Leaders of the BJP, 

Janata Party, Communist parties, Peasants and Workers Party, and Republican Party of India also 

actively campaigned across the state. 

Main Election Issues: 

 Development remained the central theme of the election campaign. Political parties 

promised faster industrial growth, modernization of infrastructure, expansion of education, 

improved healthcare, and better public administration. Agriculture continued to receive 

considerable attention because the majority of Maharashtra's population depended on farming. 

Political parties promised improved irrigation, agricultural credit, fair prices for crops, better 

marketing facilities, rural electrification, and modernization of farming methods. Employment 

generation became another major issue. Rapid urbanization had increased the number of 

educated unemployed youth. Political parties promised to create jobs through industrial 

expansion, public sector projects, and vocational education. Regional development remained an 

important concern. There were demands for greater investment in Vidarbha, Marathwada, 

Konkan, and North Maharashtra to reduce regional disparities. Infrastructure development, 

including roads, electricity, irrigation, drinking water, and public transport, formed an important 

part of election promises. Political parties also emphasized poverty alleviation, housing, 

education, women's welfare, social justice, protection of weaker sections, and administrative 

efficiency. Congress additionally highlighted Rajiv Gandhi's vision of modernization, 

technological advancement, and efficient governance. 

Election Results, Vote Share Government Formed: 

 The election was conducted for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. 

The Indian National Congress (I) achieved another convincing victory by winning 161 seats, 

comfortably crossing the majority mark required to form the government. The opposition parties 

secured the remaining seats. The Bharatiya Janata Party, Janata Party, Peasants and Workers 
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Party, Communist Party of India, Communist Party of India (Marxist), Republican Party of 

India, Shiv Sena, and independent candidates improved their presence in certain constituencies 

but remained far behind Congress in overall legislative strength. Although Congress retained 

power comfortably, the election also revealed that opposition parties were gradually expanding 

their influence in urban and regional politics, laying the foundation for greater electoral 

competition in future elections. The Indian National Congress (I) secured approximately 43-44% 

of the total valid votes, which translated into a comfortable majority of Assembly seats under the 

first-past-the-post electoral system. The Bharatiya Janata Party, Shiv Sena, Janata Party, Peasants 

and Workers Party, Communist parties, Republican Party of India, and independent candidates 

together secured a substantial share of the remaining votes. However, because these votes were 

divided among multiple parties, Congress was able to convert its vote share into a clear 

legislative majority. The election once again demonstrated that party unity and organizational 

strength played a decisive role under India's electoral system. 

 Following the election, the Indian National Congress (I) formed the government 

independently with a comfortable majority in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The party 

did not require coalition partners to secure legislative support. The new government continued its 

emphasis on agricultural development, irrigation, industrialization, cooperative institutions, 

education, infrastructure expansion, social welfare programs, and balanced regional 

development. The government also sought to work closely with the Central Government led by 

Rajiv Gandhi in implementing development projects and modernization initiatives. Vasantdada 

Patil continued as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra. His leadership ensured continuity in 

governance and development policies. However, in June 1985, Vasantdada Patil resigned after 

being appointed the Governor of Rajasthan. He was succeeded by Shri. Shivajirao Patil 

Nilangekar, who became the new Chief Minister. Nilangekar's tenure, however, was relatively 

short. In 1986, he resigned following the well-known medical examination marks controversy. 

Subsequently, Shri. Shankarrao Chavan became the Chief Minister and provided administrative 

stability during the remainder of the Assembly's term. 

Political Significance: 

 The 1985 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election holds considerable importance in 

the political history of the state. First, it reaffirmed the continued dominance of the Indian 

National Congress despite increasing political competition. The party successfully benefited 

from the national popularity of Rajiv Gandhi and maintained its position as Maharashtra's 

leading political force. Second, the election reflected the growing influence of national political 

events on state elections. The sympathy generated after Indira Gandhi's assassination and Rajiv 
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Gandhi's overwhelming Lok Sabha victory significantly influenced voting behavior in 

Maharashtra. Third, the election highlighted the beginning of a gradual transformation in 

Maharashtra's party system. Although Congress retained power, opposition parties such as the 

BJP and Shiv Sena expanded their political base, particularly in urban centres. Their 

organizational growth during this period would eventually reshape Maharashtra politics in the 

1990s. Fourth, development-oriented politics continued to dominate electoral campaigns. 

Agriculture, irrigation, industrialization, employment, education, modernization, infrastructure, 

poverty alleviation, and regional balance remained the principal concerns of voters. Political 

parties increasingly focused on governance and public service delivery rather than ideological 

debates alone. Fifth, the election illustrated the importance of leadership in electoral success. 

Rajiv Gandhi's popularity at the national level and Vasantdada Patil's experience at the state level 

contributed significantly to the Congress victory. Finally, the political developments that 

followed the election demonstrated that leadership within the Congress Party itself was 

changing. Frequent changes in the office of Chief Minister between 1985 and 1988 reflected 

internal organizational challenges, even though the party maintained a legislative majority. 

 In conclusion, the 1985 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election represented an 

important phase in the evolution of Maharashtra's democracy. It ensured the continuation of 

Congress rule while simultaneously revealing the gradual emergence of stronger opposition 

politics. The election emphasized development, modernization, agricultural progress, industrial 

growth, and welfare as the primary concerns of the electorate. It also marked the beginning of a 

political transition that would eventually lead to greater electoral competition in the following 

decade. Therefore, the 1985 election remains an important milestone in understanding the 

changing political landscape of Maharashtra and the evolution of its legislative democracy. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1990 

 The 1990 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was the eighth Assembly election 

held in the state after its formation in 1960. Conducted in February 1990, the election marked the 

beginning of a new phase in Maharashtra's political history. Unlike the earlier elections, where 

the Indian National Congress (INC) enjoyed overwhelming dominance, the 1990 election 

witnessed a much stronger challenge from opposition parties, especially the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) and Shiv Sena. The political atmosphere in both Maharashtra and India was 

changing rapidly due to economic challenges, rising regional aspirations, caste-based politics, 

and growing demands for political reforms. Although the Congress retained power, the election 

clearly indicated that its dominance was gradually weakening and that Maharashtra was moving 

towards a competitive multi-party-political system. The election became an important turning 
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point because it laid the foundation for the rise of the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance, which would 

eventually come to power in the next Assembly election. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1990 election was influenced by several important 

developments at both the national and state levels. After the 1985 Maharashtra Assembly 

election, the Congress government experienced frequent changes in leadership. Vasantdada Patil 

served briefly as Chief Minister after the election, followed by Shivajirao Patil Nilangekar, who 

resigned in 1986 after the medical examination marks controversy. Shankarrao Chavan then 

became Chief Minister and provided administrative stability. In 1988, the Congress leadership 

appointed Sharad Pawar as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra for the second time. Sharad Pawar 

focused on industrial development, agricultural growth, irrigation projects, infrastructure, 

education, and rural development. Maharashtra continued to strengthen its position as one of 

India's leading industrial and financial states. Cities such as Mumbai, Pune, Nashik, Nagpur, 

Aurangabad, and Thane experienced rapid urbanization and industrial expansion. However, the 

state also faced important challenges, including unemployment, rising urban population, 

inadequate infrastructure, regional imbalance, drought in some districts, and increasing demands 

for social justice. At the national level, Indian politics had become more competitive. The 1989 

Lok Sabha election ended Congress dominance at the Centre, and the National Front 

Government led by V. P. Singh came to power with outside support from the BJP and the Left 

parties. National issues such as corruption, particularly the Bofors controversy, rising inflation, 

caste politics, and demands for administrative reforms influenced public opinion in Maharashtra. 

These developments encouraged opposition parties to present a stronger challenge to the 

Congress government. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The Indian National Congress (INC) remained the ruling party in Maharashtra and 

entered the election under the leadership of Sharad Pawar. The party campaigned on its record of 

industrialization, agricultural development, irrigation, education, cooperative institutions, 

infrastructure development, and social welfare. Congress emphasized political stability and 

administrative experience. The most significant opposition alliance consisted of the Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) and Shiv Sena. This alliance emerged as a major political force for the first 

time in Maharashtra Assembly elections. The BJP focused on good governance, anti-corruption 

measures, economic development, and nationalism. Shiv Sena, led by Balasaheb Thackeray, 

emphasized the rights of Marathi-speaking people, employment for local youth, urban 

governance, and cultural identity. Together, the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance presented a serious 
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challenge to Congress, particularly in urban areas. Other political parties included the Janata Dal, 

which gained support after the 1989 Lok Sabha election, the Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), 

the Communist Party of India (CPI), the Communist Party of India (Marxist), the Republican 

Party of India (RPI), and several independent candidates. Although these parties had influence in 

certain regions, the main electoral contest was increasingly between Congress and the BJP-Shiv 

Sena alliance. The central figure in the Congress campaign was Shri. Sharad Pawar. Pawar was 

regarded as an experienced administrator and an effective political strategist. Under his 

leadership, Congress highlighted its achievements in economic development, cooperative 

institutions, irrigation, and industrial growth. The principal opposition leader was Bal Thackeray, 

whose influence had grown significantly in Mumbai and other urban centres. Although he did 

not contest elections personally, his leadership played a crucial role in expanding Shiv Sena's 

popularity. The BJP was represented by prominent leaders such as Shri. Pramod Mahajan and 

Shri. Gopinath Munde, who helped strengthen the party's organization across Maharashtra. At 

the national level, Shri. Rajiv Gandhi remained the Principal Congress leader, while Shri. 

Vishwanath Pratap Singh influenced the broader political atmosphere through his leadership of 

the National Front Government. 

Main Election Issues: 

 The election campaign focused on several important issues affecting the people of 

Maharashtra. Economic development remained one of the major issues. Political parties 

promised greater industrial investment, employment generation, infrastructure development, and 

modernization of public services. Agriculture continued to receive considerable attention 

because a large section of Maharashtra's population depended on farming. Political parties 

promised improved irrigation, agricultural credit, fair crop prices, better rural roads, electricity, 

and support for cooperative institutions. Unemployment, particularly among educated youth, 

became an increasingly important issue. The BJP and Shiv Sena promised greater employment 

opportunities and stronger protection for local youth in industries and government services. 

Urban development emerged as another significant concern. Rapid population growth in 

Mumbai, Pune, Thane, and other cities had increased pressure on housing, transport, sanitation, 

drinking water, and public infrastructure. Political parties proposed solutions to improve urban 

governance and municipal services. Corruption also became a prominent election issue. 

Opposition parties criticized the Congress government over allegations of corruption and 

administrative inefficiency. National controversies such as the Bofors scandal influenced public 

debate. Regional imbalance, education, healthcare, poverty alleviation, women's welfare, social 

justice, and law and order were also important campaign issues. 
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Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

Indian National Congress emerged as the single largest party by winning 141 seats. Although 

this was lower than its performance in previous elections, it remained the largest political party 

in the Assembly. The Shiv Sena won 52 seats, while the Bharatiya Janata Party secured 42 seats, 

making the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance the principal opposition in the Assembly. The Janata Dal, 

Peasants and Workers Party, Communist Party of India, Communist Party of India (Marxist), 

Republican Party of India, and independent candidates won the remaining seats. The election 

results clearly indicated that Congress dominance had declined significantly, while the BJP-Shiv 

Sena alliance had emerged as a serious political alternative. The Indian National Congress 

secured approximately 38-39% of the total valid votes, allowing it to remain the largest party 

despite a considerable decline from earlier elections. The Shiv Sena received approximately 15-

16% of the votes, while the Bharatiya Janata Party secured around 10-11%. Together, the BJP-

Shiv Sena alliance obtained a substantial share of the popular vote and significantly increased its 

legislative representation. The Janata Dal, Peasants and Workers Party, Communist parties, 

Republican Party of India, and independent candidates shared the remaining votes. The results 

demonstrated that Maharashtra's politics had become increasingly competitive, with no single 

party enjoying overwhelming public support. 

 Following the election, the Indian National Congress formed the government with the 

support of a few independent legislators and smaller political groups. Although it did not secure 

an absolute majority on its own, Congress was able to demonstrate majority support in the 

Legislative Assembly. The government continued its focus on industrial development, 

agriculture, irrigation, infrastructure, education, rural development, and cooperative institutions. 

At the same time, it faced a stronger and more organized opposition than in previous Assembly 

terms. Sharad Pawar continued as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra. Pawar's leadership 

provided administrative continuity during a period of increasing political competition. His 

government emphasized industrial investment, modernization, agricultural development, 

infrastructure expansion, and balanced regional growth. He also strengthened Maharashtra's 

position as one of India's leading industrial and financial states. However, unlike earlier 

Congress governments, Pawar now faced a much stronger opposition led by the BJP and Shiv 

Sena, making legislative politics more competitive than ever before. 

Political Significance 

 The 1990 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election occupies a special place in the 

political history of Maharashtra because it marked the transition from one-party dominance to 
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genuine multi-party competition. First, the election demonstrated the gradual decline of Congress 

dominance. Although Congress retained power, its reduced seat share reflected growing public 

dissatisfaction and increasing political competition. Second, the election established the BJP-

Shiv Sena alliance as the principal opposition force in Maharashtra. Their improved performance 

transformed the state's political landscape and laid the foundation for their historic victory in the 

1995 Assembly election. Third, the election highlighted the growing importance of coalition 

politics and electoral alliances. Political parties increasingly recognized that alliances could 

improve electoral success under the first-past-the-post electoral system. Fourth, the election 

reflected changing voter priorities. While development remained important, issues such as 

corruption, unemployment, urban governance, regional identity, law and order, and 

administrative efficiency became increasingly significant in influencing electoral behavior. Fifth, 

the election demonstrated the growing influence of urban politics. Rapid industrialization and 

urbanization had created new political issues that shaped voting patterns, particularly in Mumbai, 

Thane, Pune, and other major cities. Finally, the election strengthened Maharashtra's democratic 

system by encouraging greater political competition and accountability. The presence of a strong 

opposition ensured more active legislative debates, closer scrutiny of government policies, and 

increased public participation in democratic processes. 

 In conclusion, the 1990 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a landmark event 

that transformed the political landscape of the state. Although the Indian National Congress 

retained power under the leadership of Shri. Sharad Pawar, the election clearly showed that 

Maharashtra had entered an era of competitive politics. The rise of the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance, 

the decline of Congress dominance, and the growing importance of issues such as employment, 

urban development, governance, and corruption fundamentally reshaped the state's political 

future. The developments that began in 1990 ultimately paved the way for the emergence of 

coalition politics and greater electoral competition in Maharashtra, making this election one of 

the most significant milestones in the evolution of the state's legislative democracy. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1995 

The 1995 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most historic and 

transformative elections in the political history of Maharashtra. Held in February-March 1995, it 

marked the end of nearly 35 years of uninterrupted Congress rule in the state since its formation 

in 1960. For the first time, the Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) alliance secured a clear 

majority and formed the government in Maharashtra. This election represented a major shift in 

the state's political landscape, as voters chose an alternative to the Congress after decades of its 

dominance. The election reflected changing public expectations, increasing political awareness, 
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and the growing strength of regional and ideological politics. It also established coalition politics 

as a permanent feature of Maharashtra's democratic system and introduced a new style of 

governance under the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1995 election was shaped by political, economic, and 

social developments that took place during the early 1990s. After the 1990 Maharashtra 

Legislative Assembly election, the Indian National Congress formed the government under the 

leadership of Sharad Pawar. Although Pawar was regarded as an experienced administrator, the 

Congress government faced several challenges during its tenure. One of the most significant 

events was the 1992–93 Mumbai riots, which occurred after the demolition of the Babri Masjid 

in Ayodhya on 6 December 1992. The communal violence caused heavy loss of life and 

property, creating serious concerns regarding law and order in Maharashtra. Soon after, in March 

1993, Mumbai witnessed a series of devastating bomb blasts that claimed hundreds of lives and 

exposed weaknesses in the state's security system. These incidents became major political issues 

and affected public confidence in the Congress government. Economic reforms introduced by the 

Central Government in 1991 under Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao also influenced 

Maharashtra. Liberalization encouraged industrial investment and economic growth, but it also 

increased competition and created concerns regarding employment, inflation, and rural 

development. Farmers continued to face problems related to irrigation, fluctuating crop prices, 

and agricultural income. Urban areas experienced rapid population growth, leading to increased 

pressure on housing, transport, sanitation, and public services. The growing dissatisfaction with 

the Congress government created an opportunity for the opposition. The Shiv Sena and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) formed a strong pre-election alliance, presenting themselves as a 

united alternative capable of providing stable and effective governance. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The principal contest in the 1995 election was between the Indian National Congress 

(INC) and the Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) alliance. The Indian National Congress 

campaigned on its long record of governance, emphasizing industrial development, irrigation, 

infrastructure, education, cooperative institutions, and economic reforms. The party argued that 

its administrative experience was essential for the continued progress of Maharashtra. The Shiv 

Sena, founded by Bal Thackeray, focused on the protection of Marathi identity, employment 

opportunities for local youth, improved law and order, urban development, and efficient 

governance. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) emphasized nationalism, good governance, 

transparency, anti-corruption measures, and economic development. Together, the Shiv Sena and 
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BJP presented a united front and effectively coordinated their election campaign by avoiding 

contests against each other in agreed constituencies. Other political parties included the Janata 

Dal, Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), Communist Party of India (CPI), Communist Party of 

India (Marxist), Republican Party of India (RPI), the Samajwadi Party, the Bahujan Samaj Party 

(BSP), and several independent candidates. However, the main electoral battle was clearly 

between the Congress and the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance. The most influential leader of the election 

was Shri. Balasaheb Thackeray. Although he did not contest the election himself, he played a 

decisive role in shaping the alliance's campaign and was regarded as the guiding force behind the 

Shiv Sena. The BJP was represented by prominent leaders such as Gopinath Munde, who 

emerged as one of the party's strongest leaders in Maharashtra, and Pramod Mahajan, who 

contributed significantly to the party's electoral strategy. The Congress campaign was led by 

Sharad Pawar, who sought another term as Chief Minister. Pawar highlighted the government's 

achievements in industrial development, infrastructure, agriculture, and economic reforms. 

Another important leader was Manohar Joshi, a senior Shiv Sena leader who was projected as the 

alliance's Chief Ministerial candidate. His image as an experienced administrator and his close 

association with Balasaheb Thackeray strengthened the alliance's appeal. 

Main Election Issues: 

 Law and order became one of the most important election issues. The opposition strongly 

criticized the Congress government for its handling of the 1992-93 Mumbai riots and the 1993 

Mumbai serial bomb blasts. The Shiv Sena-BJP alliance promised stronger internal security, 

better policing, and more effective governance. Corruption and administrative efficiency were 

also major issues. Opposition parties accused the Congress government of corruption, 

bureaucratic delays, and ineffective administration. They promised transparent governance and 

greater accountability. Employment generation became another key concern. Political parties 

promised new industries, better investment opportunities, vocational education, and more jobs 

for educated youth. Shiv Sena particularly emphasized employment opportunities for Marathi-

speaking youth. Agriculture remained a major issue because a large proportion of Maharashtra's 

population depended on farming. Political parties promised improved irrigation, better crop 

prices, agricultural credit, electricity supply, and support for cooperative institutions. Urban 

infrastructure, housing, transport, drinking water, healthcare, education, and poverty alleviation 

also featured prominently in the election campaign. The Shiv Sena-BJP alliance additionally 

promised to improve Mumbai's infrastructure and civic administration. 
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Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

Shiv Sena won 73 seats, while the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) secured 65 seats. Together, the 

Shiv Sena-BJP alliance won 138 seats, emerging as the largest political alliance in the Assembly. 

The Indian National Congress won 80 seats, its worst performance in Maharashtra since the 

formation of the state. Other parties, including the Janata Dal, Peasants and Workers Party, 

Republican Party of India, Communist parties, Samajwadi Party, Bahujan Samaj Party, and 

independent candidates, won the remaining seats. Although the alliance fell slightly short of the 

halfway mark of 145 seats, it received the support of several independent legislators and smaller 

political groups, enabling it to form the government. The Indian National Congress secured 

approximately 31% of the total valid votes, reflecting a significant decline in public support 

compared to earlier elections. The Shiv Sena received around 16-17% of the votes, while the 

Bharatiya Janata Party secured approximately 12-13%. Together, the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance 

obtained nearly 29-30% of the total vote share. Despite having a combined vote share slightly 

lower than Congress, the alliance's effective seat-sharing arrangement enabled it to win more 

constituencies. The remaining votes were distributed among smaller parties and independent 

candidates. The election once again demonstrated the importance of electoral alliances under the 

first-past-the-post voting system. 

 Following the election, the Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party alliance formed the 

government with the support of independent legislators and smaller political groups. This was 

the first non-Congress government in the history of Maharashtra since the state's formation in 

1960. The new government emphasized strengthening law and order, improving infrastructure, 

promoting industrial investment, supporting farmers, enhancing urban governance, and 

increasing administrative efficiency. It also introduced policies reflecting Shiv Sena's 

commitment to promoting Marathi language and culture. After the alliance's victory, Manohar 

Joshi of the Shiv Sena became the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, while Gopinath Munde of the 

BJP became the Deputy Chief minister. The appointment of Manohar Joshi represented a historic 

political change because it marked the end of continuous Congress rule in Maharashtra. His 

government attempted to implement the alliance's promises regarding governance, development, 

infrastructure, and law and order. In 1999, Manohar Joshi resigned as Chief Minister, and 

Narayan Rane succeeded him shortly before the next Assembly election. 

Political Significance: 

 The 1995 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election is regarded as one of the most 

significant elections in the state's political history. First, it ended 35 years of uninterrupted 
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Congress rule in Maharashtra. For the first time since 1960, a non-Congress political alliance 

formed the government through democratic elections. Second, the election established the Shiv 

Sena-BJP alliance as a major political force in Maharashtra. The alliance demonstrated that 

effective coordination, seat-sharing, and a common political programme could successfully 

challenge a dominant party. Third, the election highlighted the growing importance of coalition 

politics. Electoral alliances became increasingly important in Maharashtra's political system and 

continued to influence future Assembly elections. Fourth, the election reflected changing voter 

priorities. Issues such as law and order, corruption, governance, employment, urban 

development, and regional identity became more influential than traditional political loyalties. 

Fifth, the election strengthened democratic competition by proving that peaceful constitutional 

elections could result in a change of government. The successful transfer of power from 

Congress to the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance reinforced public confidence in India's democratic 

institutions. The election also increased the political influence of regional parties. Shiv Sena 

emerged as a dominant regional force while maintaining a long-term alliance with the BJP. This 

partnership would remain one of Maharashtra's most significant political alliances for many 

years. Furthermore, the election accelerated political competition in both urban and rural areas. 

The Congress was compelled to reorganize itself, while opposition parties recognized the 

importance of strategic alliances and strong organizational structures. 

 In conclusion, the 1995 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a watershed 

moment in the state's political history. It marked the first peaceful democratic transfer of power 

from the Congress to a non-Congress alliance, fundamentally changing Maharashtra's political 

landscape. The victory of the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance under the leadership of Balasaheb 

Thackeray, Manohar Joshi, and Gopinath Munde reflected the electorate's desire for political 

change, stronger governance, and improved law and order. The election strengthened coalition 

politics, encouraged greater electoral competition, and demonstrated the maturity of 

Maharashtra's democratic system. Its impact extended far beyond a single election, shaping the 

state's political direction for many years and making it one of the most important milestones in 

the evolution of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 1999 

 The 1999 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most important 

elections in the political history of Maharashtra because it marked the beginning of the Congress-

Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) coalition era. Held in September-October 1999, the election 

took place during a period of major political changes at both the national and state levels. Unlike 

the 1995 election, which had brought the first non-Congress government to power in 
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Maharashtra, the 1999 election witnessed the return of the Congress to government, but this time 

in alliance with the newly formed Nationalist Congress Party (NCP). Although the Shiv Sena-

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) alliance remained a strong political force, the post-election alliance 

between the Congress and the NCP enabled them to form the government. The election marked 

the beginning of coalition politics as the dominant pattern of governance in Maharashtra and 

significantly influenced the state's political direction for the next fifteen years. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 1999 election was shaped by important developments 

that occurred during the five years of the Shiv Sena-BJP government formed after the 1995 

Assembly election. Under the leadership of Manohar Joshi, and later Narayan Rane, the alliance 

government introduced several administrative reforms, infrastructure projects, and policies 

promoting Marathi identity. However, it also faced criticism regarding unemployment, rural 

distress, infrastructure deficiencies, and governance. At the national level, one of the most 

significant developments was the split in the Indian National Congress. In May 1999, senior 

Congress leaders Sharad Pawar, P. A. Sangma, and Tariq Anwar questioned the issue of foreign-

born persons holding the office of Prime Minister. This disagreement led to their expulsion from 

the Congress Party. Soon afterwards, Sharad Pawar founded the Nationalist Congress Party 

(NCP) on 10 June 1999. The formation of the NCP dramatically changed Maharashtra's political 

landscape because Sharad Pawar was one of the state's most influential leaders, and many 

Congress workers and legislators joined the new party. Another important national event was the 

Kargil War (1999), which strengthened nationalist sentiments throughout the country. At the 

same time, Maharashtra continued to experience rapid industrialization, urbanization, and 

economic growth, but challenges such as drought, unemployment, farmers' problems, regional 

imbalance, and inadequate urban infrastructure remained significant concerns. Against this 

background, the 1999 election became a highly competitive contest involving multiple strong 

political parties. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The election witnessed competition among four major political forces. The Indian 

National Congress (INC) contested independently after the split with Sharad Pawar. Although 

weakened by the division, the party remained one of the largest political organizations in 

Maharashtra. The newly formed Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) contested its first Assembly 

election under the leadership of Sharad Pawar. The NCP emphasized secularism, regional 

development, agricultural progress, cooperative institutions, and federal principles. It attracted 

many experienced Congress leaders and quickly emerged as a major political force. The Shiv 
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Sena, led by Balasaheb Thackeray, continued its alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

The alliance campaigned on its record of governance, infrastructure development, law and order, 

and promotion of Marathi identity. The BJP emphasized economic development, good 

governance, national security, and administrative reforms. Other political parties included the 

Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), Republican Party of India (RPI), Bahujan Samaj Party 

(BSP), Communist Party of India (CPI), Communist Party of India (Marxist), the Samajwadi 

Party, and several independent candidates. However, the principal contest remained between the 

Congress, NCP, and the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance. Several prominent political leaders shaped the 

1999 election. Sharad Pawar was the most influential leader of the newly formed NCP. His 

political experience, organizational skills, and popularity among farmers and cooperative 

institutions made the NCP an immediate electoral force. The Congress campaign was led 

nationally by Sonia Gandhi, who had recently assumed leadership of the party after entering 

active politics. The Shiv Sena continued to be guided by Balasaheb Thackeray, while Narayan 

Rane led the state government into the election after succeeding Manohar Joshi as Chief Minister 

earlier in 1999. The BJP's campaign featured prominent leaders such as Gopinath Munde and 

Pramod Mahajan, both of whom played important roles in strengthening the party's 

organizational network. 

Main Election Issues: 

 The election campaign focused on several important issues affecting Maharashtra. 

Agriculture remained a major concern because farmers faced recurring droughts, rising 

production costs, inadequate irrigation, and unstable crop prices. Political parties promised 

increased irrigation facilities, agricultural credit, fair prices, crop insurance, and rural 

development programmes. Employment generation was another important issue. Political parties 

promised industrial investment, expansion of small-scale industries, vocational education, and 

greater employment opportunities for educated youth. Infrastructure development received 

considerable attention. Rapid urbanization had created pressure on roads, public transport, 

housing, electricity, drinking water, sanitation, and healthcare. Political parties promised 

improvements in urban infrastructure, especially in Mumbai, Pune, Nashik, Nagpur, and other 

growing cities. Political stability also became a major issue because the emergence of the NCP 

had divided traditional Congress support. Voters debated which political combination could 

provide a stable government capable of ensuring economic growth and effective administration. 

Education, healthcare, poverty alleviation, women's welfare, regional balance, social justice, law 

and order, and industrial development also formed important parts of the election campaign. 
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Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

results produced a hung Assembly, with no single party securing an absolute majority. The 

Indian National Congress won 75 seats, while the newly formed Nationalist Congress Party 

(NCP) secured 58 seats. Together, these two parties held 133 seats. The Shiv Sena won 69 seats, 

while the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) secured 56 seats, giving the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance 125 

seats. The remaining seats were won by smaller parties such as the Peasants and Workers Party, 

Republican Party of India, Bahujan Samaj Party, Communist parties, Samajwadi Party, and 

independent candidates. Although the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance emerged as the largest pre-poll 

alliance, it did not secure enough seats to form the government. After the election, the Congress 

and the NCP decided to cooperate and formed a post-election coalition with the support of 

smaller parties and independent legislators. The Indian National Congress secured approximately 

27-28% of the total valid votes, while the Nationalist Congress Party obtained about 22-23%. 

The Shiv Sena received approximately 17% of the votes, and the Bharatiya Janata Party secured 

around 14%. The remaining votes were distributed among smaller political parties and 

independent candidates. The election demonstrated that Maharashtra had entered an era of 

fragmented electoral competition, where coalition-building became essential for forming 

governments. 

 Following the election, the Indian National Congress and the Nationalist Congress Party 

formed a coalition government with the support of smaller parties and independent legislators. 

This coalition was historically significant because the Congress and the NCP had contested the 

election separately after the split earlier that year but later agreed to govern together in order to 

provide political stability. The alliance established a power-sharing arrangement between the two 

parties and continued for several successive Assembly terms. The coalition government 

emphasized agricultural development, industrial investment, infrastructure expansion, education, 

healthcare, social welfare, and balanced regional development. It also strengthened coordination 

between coalition partners through a common minimum programme. Following the formation of 

the coalition government, Vilasrao Deshmukh of the Indian National Congress became the Chief 

Minister of Maharashtra. The Nationalist Congress Party became an equal coalition partner and 

held several important ministerial portfolios. This arrangement reflected the growing importance 

of coalition politics in Maharashtra. Under Vilasrao Deshmukh's leadership, the government 

promoted industrial development, information technology, infrastructure expansion, investment 

promotion, rural development, and social welfare programs while maintaining cooperation 

between the Congress and the NCP. 
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Political Significance: 

 The 1999 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election occupies a unique place in the 

political history of Maharashtra. First, it marked the beginning of the Congress-NCP coalition, 

which remained in power for the next fifteen years. This coalition became one of the longest-

lasting political partnerships in the history of the state. Second, the election demonstrated the 

growing importance of coalition politics. No single party secured a majority, making alliances 

essential for stable governance. Coalition governments became the new political norm in 

Maharashtra after 1999. Third, the election established the Nationalist Congress Party as a major 

regional political force immediately after its formation. Under Sharad Pawar's leadership, the 

NCP emerged as one of the most influential parties in Maharashtra and played a central role in 

state politics. Fourth, the election reflected increasing political competition. Unlike earlier 

decades dominated by one party, Maharashtra now had four major political forces the Congress, 

NCP, Shiv Sena, and BJP competing for power. This strengthened democratic competition and 

increased electoral accountability. Fifth, the election highlighted the importance of post-election 

alliances. Although parties competed against each other during the campaign, coalition-building 

after the election determined government formation. This demonstrated the flexibility of 

parliamentary democracy under the Indian Constitution. The election also shifted political debate 

towards governance, infrastructure, agriculture, employment, urban development, investment, 

and economic modernization. Political parties increasingly focused on administrative 

performance rather than historical political loyalties. Finally, the election confirmed 

Maharashtra's transition into a mature multi-party democratic system. Voters distributed their 

support among different parties, requiring political leaders to negotiate, cooperate, and govern 

through consensus rather than relying solely on single-party majorities. 

 In conclusion, the 1999 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a landmark event 

that fundamentally reshaped Maharashtra's political landscape. It witnessed the emergence of the 

Nationalist Congress Party, the beginning of the Congress-NCP coalition government, and the 

consolidation of coalition politics as the state's dominant governing model. The election 

demonstrated the maturity of Maharashtra's democratic institutions by showing that peaceful 

elections, political alliances, and constitutional processes could successfully manage changing 

political realities. The coalition formed after the election provided political stability and 

influenced Maharashtra's governance for the next decade and a half, making the 1999 election 

one of the most significant milestones in the history of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. 
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Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 2004 

 The 2004 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most significant 

elections in the political history of the state because it strengthened the era of coalition politics 

that had begun in 1999. Held in September-October 2004, the election was conducted at a time 

when Maharashtra was experiencing rapid economic growth, increasing urbanization, expansion 

of the information technology sector, and major infrastructure projects. At the same time, the 

state also faced serious challenges such as farmers' distress, unemployment, drought in several 

regions, regional imbalance, and growing demands for better public services. The election 

resulted in the Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) alliance retaining power for a second 

consecutive term. It demonstrated that coalition governments had become an accepted feature of 

Maharashtra's democratic system and reflected the growing importance of alliances in 

determining electoral outcomes. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 2004 election was shaped by the performance of the 

Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) coalition government that had been formed after the 

1999 Assembly election. Under the leadership of Vilasrao Deshmukh, Maharashtra experienced 

considerable industrial growth and attracted large domestic and foreign investments. Mumbai 

continued to strengthen its position as India's financial capital, while Pune, Nashik, Aurangabad, 

Nagpur, and other cities witnessed rapid industrialization and expansion of information 

technology industries. During this period, the government emphasized infrastructure 

development through road construction, urban development projects, irrigation schemes, and 

industrial investment. However, despite economic progress, rural Maharashtra continued to face 

serious difficulties. Farmers suffered from irregular rainfall, increasing cultivation costs, 

inadequate irrigation, declining agricultural incomes, and mounting debt. Farmer suicides, 

particularly in the Vidarbha region, began attracting national attention and became a major 

political issue. At the national level, the 2004 Lok Sabha election also influenced the political 

atmosphere. The United Progressive Alliance (UPA), led by the Indian National Congress, 

formed the government at the Centre under Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, with Sonia 

Gandhi playing a key leadership role. The victory of the UPA strengthened the confidence of the 

Congress-NCP alliance in Maharashtra and encouraged both parties to contest the Assembly 

election together as a pre-poll alliance. The opposition Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

alliance attempted to return to power by criticizing the government's handling of agriculture, 

employment, infrastructure, corruption, and law and order. Thus, the election became a direct 

contest between two well-organized political alliances. 
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Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The Indian National Congress (INC) and the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) contested 

the election as a pre-poll alliance. The Congress focused on economic development, social 

welfare, education, healthcare, infrastructure, and inclusive growth. The NCP emphasized 

agricultural development, cooperative institutions, irrigation, rural development, and balanced 

regional progress. The alliance presented itself as a stable government capable of ensuring 

continued economic growth. The principal opposition alliance consisted of the Shiv Sena and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Shiv Sena campaigned on issues relating to Marathi identity, urban 

development, law and order, and employment opportunities for local youth. The BJP emphasized 

good governance, transparency, economic reforms, and infrastructure development. The alliance 

argued that the ruling government had failed to adequately address the problems of farmers, 

unemployment, and regional disparities. Other political parties included the Peasants and 

Workers Party (PWP), Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), Republican Party of India (RPI), Communist 

Party of India (CPI), Communist Party of India (Marxist), Samajwadi Party, and numerous 

independent candidates. However, the election remained primarily a contest between the 

Congress-NCP alliance and the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance. Several prominent leaders played 

significant roles during the election. Vilasrao Deshmukh led the Congress campaign in 

Maharashtra. He highlighted his government's achievements in industrial development, 

infrastructure, investment promotion, urban development, and administrative stability. Sharad 

Pawar was the most influential leader of the NCP. His strong support among farmers, 

cooperative institutions, and rural communities made the NCP an indispensable coalition partner. 

At the national level, Sonia Gandhi provided overall political leadership to the Congress, while 

Manmohan Singh led the newly formed United Progressive Alliance government at the Centre. 

The opposition alliance was led by Balasaheb Thackeray, whose leadership remained central to 

Shiv Sena's campaign despite not contesting elections personally. Senior BJP leaders such as 

Gopinath Munde played a crucial role in expanding the alliance's organizational strength across 

Maharashtra. 

Main Election Issues: 

 Agriculture emerged as one of the most important issues in the election. Farmers across 

several districts faced drought, increasing production costs, poor irrigation facilities, falling 

agricultural incomes, and rising indebtedness. Political parties promised better irrigation, 

agricultural credit, crop insurance, fair minimum support prices, and financial assistance to 

farmers. Economic development remained another major issue. The ruling alliance emphasized 

Maharashtra's industrial growth, increasing investments, information technology expansion, and 
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infrastructure development. The opposition argued that the benefits of economic growth had not 

reached rural and economically weaker sections of society. Employment generation became 

another important concern, particularly for educated youth. Political parties promised to 

encourage industries, create new employment opportunities, promote small-scale enterprises, and 

strengthen vocational education. Urban infrastructure also received considerable attention. Rapid 

urbanization had increased pressure on roads, housing, transport, drinking water, sanitation, 

electricity, and healthcare services. Political parties promised improved urban planning and 

investment in public infrastructure. Education, healthcare, women's welfare, poverty alleviation, 

regional balance, social justice, law and order, and anti-corruption measures also featured 

prominently in the election campaign. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

Indian National Congress won 69 seats, while the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) secured 71 

seats. Together, the Congress-NCP alliance won 140 seats. The Shiv Sena won 62 seats, and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) secured 54 seats, giving the opposition alliance a total of 116 seats. 

The remaining seats were won by smaller political parties and independent candidates. Although 

the Congress-NCP alliance did not achieve an absolute majority on its own, it received the 

support of independent legislators and smaller parties, enabling it to comfortably form the 

government for a second consecutive term. The Indian National Congress secured approximately 

21% of the total valid votes, while the Nationalist Congress Party received around 19%. The 

Shiv Sena secured approximately 19% of the votes, and the Bharatiya Janata Party received 

around 14%. The remaining votes were distributed among smaller political parties, regional 

parties, and independent candidates. The election once again demonstrated the importance of 

alliances under the first-past-the-post electoral system. Although no single party secured a very 

high vote share, the combined strength of alliance partners enabled them to form the government. 

 Following the election, the Congress-Nationalist Congress Party alliance once again 

formed the government with the support of independent legislators and smaller political parties. 

The coalition continued the power-sharing arrangement established after the 1999 election. 

Ministerial portfolios were distributed between the Congress and the NCP according to mutual 

agreement, ensuring political stability throughout much of the Assembly's term. The government 

focused on industrial investment, agriculture, irrigation, infrastructure, education, healthcare, 

social welfare, information technology, and balanced regional development. It also sought to 

strengthen coordination with the United Progressive Alliance government at the Centre. Vilasrao 

Deshmukh continued as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra for his second consecutive term. His 
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government emphasized investment promotion, infrastructure expansion, urban modernization, 

information technology, industrial development, and public welfare programmes. However, the 

administration also faced increasing criticism regarding farmer suicides, rural distress, and 

regional inequality. In December 2008, following the Mumbai terrorist attacks of 26 November 

2008, Vilasrao Deshmukh resigned as Chief Minister. He was succeeded by Ashok Chavan, who 

completed the remainder of the Assembly's term. 

Political Significance: 

 The 2004 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election holds considerable importance in 

the political history of the state. First, it reaffirmed the strength of the Congress-NCP coalition, 

proving that coalition governments could provide political stability and complete a full term in 

office. The alliance successfully retained public support despite strong opposition. Second, the 

election further strengthened the culture of coalition politics in Maharashtra. Instead of 

individual parties seeking absolute majorities, alliances became the primary mechanism for 

electoral success and government formation. Third, the election reflected the growing 

importance of development-oriented politics. Economic growth, infrastructure, agriculture, 

irrigation, education, healthcare, employment, and urban development dominated political 

debate, indicating that voters increasingly evaluated governments on their developmental 

performance. Fourth, the election highlighted the widening gap between urban prosperity and 

rural distress. While Maharashtra continued to emerge as one of India's leading industrial states, 

farmers' problems and regional inequalities remained major political concerns. These issues 

continued to influence state politics in the years that followed. Fifth, the election demonstrated 

the increasing importance of national and state-level political coordination. The Congress-NCP 

government in Maharashtra benefited from having the United Progressive Alliance government 

at the Centre, facilitating cooperation in development projects and public welfare programmes. 

Finally, the election strengthened democratic competition by ensuring that both the ruling 

alliance and the opposition remained politically active and accountable. The continued rivalry 

between the Congress-NCP alliance and the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance created a stable two-alliance 

political system that dominated Maharashtra politics during the first decade of the twenty-first 

century. 

 In conclusion, the 2004 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a landmark event 

that consolidated coalition politics in Maharashtra. The successful re-election of the Congress-

NCP alliance under the leadership of Vilasrao Deshmukh demonstrated public confidence in 

stable coalition governance while also highlighting the growing importance of economic 

development, infrastructure, agriculture, employment, and social welfare. At the same time, the 



Bhumi Publishing, India 
August 2026 

56 
 

election drew attention to persistent rural challenges, particularly farmers' distress and regional 

imbalance, which would become increasingly important in future elections. The political stability 

achieved after the election and the continuation of coalition governance played a crucial role in 

shaping Maharashtra's administrative and political development during the early twenty-first 

century. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 2009 

 The 2009 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was the twelfth election to the 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly and was held in October 2009. It was one of the most 

significant elections in the state's political history because it marked the third consecutive victory 

of the Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) alliance, also known as the Democratic Front. 

The election took place at a time when Maharashtra was facing both opportunities and 

challenges. The state continued to lead India in industrial growth, information technology, 

banking, and infrastructure development, but it also faced serious issues such as farmers' distress, 

unemployment, rising inflation, urban infrastructure problems, and the impact of the 26/11 

Mumbai terrorist attacks of November 2008. The election reflected the voters' preference for 

political stability while also showing the growing influence of new regional political parties, 

especially the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS). The results further strengthened coalition 

politics in Maharashtra and demonstrated that electoral alliances had become an essential feature 

of the state's democratic system. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 2009 election was shaped by the performance of the 

Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) coalition government that had governed 

Maharashtra since 1999. After the 2004 Assembly election, Vilasrao Deshmukh continued as 

Chief Minister. His government focused on industrial development, infrastructure expansion, 

urban development, information technology, and investment promotion. Maharashtra continued 

to attract major domestic and foreign investment, and cities such as Mumbai, Pune, Nashik, 

Nagpur, and Aurangabad experienced rapid economic growth. However, the government also 

faced several serious challenges. One of the biggest concerns was the increasing number of 

farmer suicides, particularly in the Vidarbha region, where farmers struggled with debt, crop 

failures, rising cultivation costs, and inadequate irrigation facilities. Rural distress became an 

important political issue and received nationwide attention. Another major event was the terrorist 

attacks in Mumbai on 26 November 2008 (26/11). The attacks exposed weaknesses in security 

arrangements and generated widespread public concern about law and order. Following criticism 

over the government's handling of the situation, Chief Minister Vilasrao Deshmukh resigned in 
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December 2008 and was succeeded by Ashok Chavan. At the national level, the United 

Progressive Alliance (UPA) led by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh returned to power after 

winning the 2009 Lok Sabha election. This victory created a favourable political atmosphere for 

the Congress-NCP alliance in Maharashtra. Meanwhile, the emergence of the Maharashtra 

Navnirman Sena (MNS) under Raj Thackeray introduced a new dimension to state politics, 

especially in urban areas. The MNS attracted many Marathi-speaking voters and influenced the 

electoral prospects of the Shiv Sena in several constituencies. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The principal contest in the 2009 election was between two major alliances. The 

Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) alliance contested as the ruling coalition. The 

Congress emphasized economic development, infrastructure, education, healthcare, industrial 

investment, and social welfare programmes. The NCP focused on agriculture, cooperative 

institutions, irrigation, rural development, and balanced regional growth. The principal 

opposition consisted of the Shiv Sena–Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) alliance. Shiv Sena 

campaigned on Marathi identity, urban governance, employment opportunities for local youth, 

and stronger law and order. The BJP highlighted issues such as good governance, corruption, 

inflation, development, and national security. A new and important participant was the 

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS), founded by Raj Thackeray in 2006 after his departure 

from Shiv Sena. Although it was contesting its first Assembly election, the MNS attracted 

considerable public attention, particularly among urban Marathi-speaking voters. Other parties 

included the Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), Samajwadi Party, Republican Party of India 

(RPI), Communist Party of India (CPI), Communist Party of India (Marxist), Bahujan Samaj 

Party (BSP), and numerous independent candidates. Despite the presence of many parties, the 

election remained primarily a contest between the Congress-NCP alliance and the Shiv Sena-BJP 

alliance. Ashok Chavan led the Congress campaign in Maharashtra after taking over as Chief 

Minister following the 26/11 attacks. He emphasized stability, development, infrastructure, and 

continued economic growth. Sharad Pawar remained the most influential leader of the NCP. His 

strong support among farmers, cooperative institutions, and rural communities made the NCP an 

important partner in the ruling alliance. At the national level, Sonia Gandhi and Manmohan 

Singh played important roles in supporting the Congress campaign. The opposition alliance was 

led by Balasaheb Thackeray and Gopinath Munde. Another important leader was Raj Thackeray, 

whose new party significantly influenced electoral contests in several urban constituencies. 
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Main Election Issues: 

 Agriculture was one of the most important election issues. Farmers in many parts of 

Maharashtra continued to face debt, inadequate irrigation, low crop prices, and financial 

insecurity. Political parties promised increased irrigation projects, agricultural credit, crop 

insurance, better support prices, and financial assistance. The economy and employment were 

also major concerns. Although Maharashtra remained one of India's most industrialized states, 

unemployment among educated youth and the effects of the global financial slowdown created 

public anxiety. Political parties promised industrial investment, employment generation, and 

support for small and medium enterprises. Security and law and order became major election 

issues following the 26/11 Mumbai terrorist attacks. The ruling alliance promised stronger 

policing, improved intelligence systems, and enhanced coastal security, while the opposition 

criticized the government's earlier handling of security matters. Urban infrastructure was another 

important issue. Rapid urbanization had increased pressure on roads, housing, transport, water 

supply, sanitation, electricity, and healthcare. Political parties promised improved public 

transport, affordable housing, and modernization of urban infrastructure. Other important issues 

included inflation, education, healthcare, women's welfare, poverty alleviation, regional 

imbalance, corruption, social justice, and balanced development across Vidarbha, Marathwada, 

Konkan, Western Maharashtra, and North Maharashtra. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

Indian National Congress emerged as the largest party by winning 82 seats, while the Nationalist 

Congress Party (NCP) secured 62 seats. Together, the Congress-NCP alliance won 144 seats, just 

one seat short of the majority mark, but later secured the support of independent legislators and 

smaller parties to comfortably form the government. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won 46 

seats, while the Shiv Sena secured 44 seats. The Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) made an 

impressive debut by winning 13 seats, mainly in urban areas, especially around Mumbai, Thane, 

Nashik, and Pune. Other parties and independent candidates won the remaining seats. The Indian 

National Congress secured approximately 21.01% of the total valid votes, while the Nationalist 

Congress Party received around 16.37%. The Shiv Sena secured approximately 16.26%, and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party obtained around 14.02% of the votes. The Maharashtra Navnirman Sena 

received approximately 5.71% of the vote in its first Assembly election, demonstrating its 

growing popularity among sections of urban Marathi-speaking voters. The remaining votes were 

distributed among smaller parties and independent candidates. The results once again highlighted 

the importance of electoral alliances under the first-past-the-post system. 
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 Following the election, the Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) alliance formed 

the government for the third consecutive time with the support of independent legislators and 

smaller political parties. The coalition continued its power-sharing arrangement, with both 

parties sharing ministerial portfolios. The government focused on industrial development, 

agriculture, infrastructure, education, healthcare, information technology, urban development, 

and social welfare programs. It also worked closely with the United Progressive Alliance 

government at the Centre to implement development projects across Maharashtra. After the 

election, Shri. Ashok Chavan continued as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra. His government 

emphasized infrastructure development, industrial investment, agricultural support, and 

modernization of public services. However, in 2010, Ashok Chavan resigned following the 

Adarsh Housing Society controversy. He was succeeded by Prithviraj Chavan, who focused on 

transparency, administrative reforms, infrastructure development, and strengthening governance. 

Political Significance: 

 The 2009 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election occupies an important place in the 

political history of Maharashtra for several reasons. First, it marked the third consecutive victory 

of the Congress-NCP alliance, demonstrating the stability and durability of coalition politics in 

the state. The alliance successfully completed another electoral cycle despite facing anti-

incumbency and strong opposition. Second, the election highlighted the growing importance of 

regional political parties. The successful debut of the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena showed that 

new political parties could influence electoral outcomes, particularly in urban constituencies. 

Although the MNS won only thirteen seats, it affected the distribution of votes in many 

constituencies and changed the political dynamics between Shiv Sena and the BJP. Third, the 

election reaffirmed that coalition politics had become the defining feature of Maharashtra's 

democracy. Alliances, rather than individual parties, increasingly determined electoral success 

and government formation. Fourth, the election reflected changing voter priorities. While 

economic development remained important, voters also focused on security, farmers' welfare, 

employment, urban infrastructure, inflation, and effective governance. The impact of the 26/11 

Mumbai attacks made internal security a major electoral issue. Fifth, the election strengthened 

democratic competition by maintaining a balance between a stable ruling alliance and an active 

opposition. It also demonstrated that voters evaluated governments based on their performance in 

development, governance, and public welfare. Finally, the election represented a transition in 

Maharashtra politics. Although the Congress-NCP alliance retained power, new political forces 

and changing voting patterns indicated that the state's political landscape was becoming 

increasingly competitive and dynamic. 
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 In conclusion, the 2009 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a landmark event 

that consolidated coalition politics and demonstrated the maturity of Maharashtra's democratic 

system. The victory of the Congress-NCP alliance under the leadership of Ashok Chavan 

reflected public support for political stability and continued development, while the emergence 

of the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena introduced a new regional dimension to state politics. The 

election highlighted the importance of agriculture, employment, infrastructure, security, and 

social welfare as key concerns of the electorate. It also showed that Maharashtra's politics had 

evolved into a competitive multi-party system in which alliances, leadership, and governance 

played decisive roles in determining electoral success. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 2014 

 The 2014 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most historic and 

transformative elections in the political history of Maharashtra. Held on 15 October 2014, this 

election marked the end of the 15-year rule of the Congress-Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) 

alliance, which had governed the state continuously since 1999. The election was conducted 

during a period of major political change in India, following the landslide victory of the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the 2014 Lok Sabha election under the leadership of Narendra 

Modi. The election also witnessed the collapse of two long-standing political alliances before 

polling. The BJP and Shiv Sena, which had remained allies for nearly twenty-five years, 

contested separately after disagreements over seat-sharing. Similarly, the Congress and NCP also 

ended their fifteen-year alliance and fought independently. As a result, Maharashtra witnessed a 

rare four-cornered contest among the BJP, Shiv Sena, Congress, and NCP. The election resulted 

in the BJP emerging as the single largest party in the Assembly for the first time in the state's 

history. Although the party did not secure an absolute majority, it successfully formed the 

government with outside support from the NCP, and later the Shiv Sena joined the government. 

This election fundamentally changed the political balance in Maharashtra and marked the 

beginning of BJP's rise as the state's leading political force. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 2014 election was shaped by several important political 

and economic developments. Between 1999 and 2014, Maharashtra was governed by the 

Congress-NCP coalition under Chief Ministers Vilasrao Deshmukh, Ashok Chavan, and 

Prithviraj Chavan. During this period, Maharashtra continued to develop as India's leading 

industrial and financial state. Major infrastructure projects, information technology parks, road 

development, and industrial investment contributed to economic growth. However, the 

government also faced criticism over increasing farmer suicides, corruption allegations, 
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unemployment, inadequate irrigation, rising inflation, and slow infrastructure development in 

rural areas. One of the most important political developments before the Assembly election was 

the 2014 Lok Sabha election, in which the BJP won a decisive majority at the national level 

under the leadership of Narendra Modi. The popularity of Modi, often referred to as the "Modi 

Wave," created a favorable political atmosphere for the BJP across many states, including 

Maharashtra. Many voters expected that electing a BJP government in Maharashtra would 

improve coordination with the Central Government and accelerate development. Another major 

development was the breakdown of two long-standing political alliances. The BJP and Shiv Sena 

could not agree on seat-sharing arrangements and contested separately for the first time in 

twenty-five years. Similarly, differences between the Congress and NCP also resulted in the 

collapse of their alliance before the election. Consequently, the 2014 election became a highly 

competitive four-party contest that reshaped Maharashtra's political landscape. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 Four major political parties dominated the election. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

contested independently and focused on development, good governance, transparency, 

infrastructure, industrial growth, employment generation, and anti-corruption measures. The 

party strongly promoted the leadership of Narendra Modi and promised to provide stable 

governance in Maharashtra. The Shiv Sena, led by Uddhav Thackeray, fought separately after 

ending its alliance with the BJP. The party continued to emphasize Marathi identity, employment 

opportunities for local youth, urban development, agriculture, and regional development. The 

Indian National Congress (INC) highlighted its record of governance during the previous fifteen 

years. It focused on welfare programs, education, healthcare, rural development, infrastructure, 

and social justice. The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), led by Sharad Pawar, campaigned 

independently for the first time since 1999. The party emphasized agricultural development, 

irrigation, cooperative institutions, farmers' welfare, and balanced regional development. Other 

parties included the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS), All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul 

Muslimeen (AIMIM), Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), Bahujan Vikas Aghadi (BVA), 

Republican Party of India, Communist Party of India (Marxist), and several independent 

candidates. However, the principal contest remained among the BJP, Shiv Sena, Congress, and 

NCP. Narendra Modi was the most influential national leader during the campaign. His 

popularity after the BJP's victory in the Lok Sabha election significantly strengthened the BJP's 

position in Maharashtra. The BJP's state campaign was led by Devendra Fadnavis, who emerged 

as one of the party's most prominent leaders. Uddhav Thackeray led the Shiv Sena campaign, 

emphasizing regional pride and the party's long-standing commitment to Maharashtra. The 
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Congress government was headed by Prithviraj Chavan, who highlighted his government's 

achievements in infrastructure, governance, and economic development. Sharad Pawar remained 

the principal leader of the NCP, while Ajit Pawar played an important role in the party's election 

campaign. 

Main Election Issues: 

 Development was the most important issue during the election. The BJP promised faster 

industrial growth, improved infrastructure, better roads, urban modernization, and increased 

investment under the slogan of "development for all." Corruption became another major issue. 

The opposition criticized the Congress-NCP government over alleged irregularities in irrigation 

projects, cooperative institutions, and public administration. The BJP promised transparent 

governance and greater accountability. Agriculture remained a significant concern because many 

farmers continued to face drought, debt, inadequate irrigation, crop failures, and low agricultural 

incomes. Political parties promised loan assistance, irrigation projects, better crop prices, crop 

insurance, and improved rural infrastructure. Employment generation was another major issue, 

especially among educated youth. Political parties promised industrial investment, skill 

development, entrepreneurship, and increased employment opportunities. Urban development 

also received considerable attention. Rapid urbanization had created pressure on housing, 

transport, drinking water, sanitation, electricity, and public services in cities such as Mumbai, 

Pune, Nashik, Nagpur, and Thane. Other important issues included education, healthcare, 

women's welfare, inflation, regional imbalance, social justice, law and order, and efficient public 

administration. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) emerged as the single largest party by winning 122 seats. The Shiv 

Sena secured 63 seats, while the Indian National Congress won 42 seats. The Nationalist 

Congress Party (NCP) obtained 41 seats. Other parties also achieved representation in the 

Assembly. The Peasants and Workers Party won 3 seats, AIMIM won 2 seats, Bahujan Vikas 

Aghadi won 2 seats, while the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, Bharipa Bahujan Mahasangh, 

Rashtriya Samaj Paksha, Communist Party of India (Marxist), and Samajwadi Party each won 

one seat. Independent candidates secured 7 seats. The Bharatiya Janata Party secured 

approximately 27.81% of the total valid votes, making it the party with the highest vote share. 

The Shiv Sena received approximately 19.35% of the votes. The Indian National Congress 

secured around 17.95%, while the Nationalist Congress Party received approximately 17.24%. 

The Maharashtra Navnirman Sena obtained about 3.15%, while smaller parties and independent 
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candidates shared the remaining votes. These results demonstrated that although the BJP did not 

secure an absolute majority in terms of votes, it benefited significantly from the division of votes 

among multiple parties under the first-past-the-post electoral system. Since no political party 

secured the required 145-seat majority, the BJP formed a minority government with outside 

support from the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP). A few weeks later, political negotiations 

resulted in the Shiv Sena rejoining the BJP, and the two parties once again formed a coalition 

government. This restored the long-standing BJP-Shiv Sena alliance and provided the 

government with a stable legislative majority. The new government focused on infrastructure 

development, urban modernization, industrial investment, digital governance, agricultural 

reforms, irrigation, road construction, rural development, and administrative transparency. It also 

emphasized improving the investment climate and expanding public services across 

Maharashtra. Following the election, Devendra Fadnavis became the Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra on 31 October 2014. Fadnavis became the first Chief Minister from the BJP in 

Maharashtra and one of the youngest Chief Ministers in the state's history. His appointment 

marked a major political shift because, for the first time, the BJP led the Maharashtra 

government instead of serving as a junior coalition partner. Under his leadership, the government 

introduced several important initiatives, including infrastructure projects, digital governance 

reforms, investment promotion, urban development programmes, irrigation improvements, and 

rural welfare schemes. 

Political Significance: 

 The 2014 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election is regarded as one of the most 

important turning points in Maharashtra's political history. First, it marked the end of fifteen 

years of Congress-NCP rule. The defeat of the ruling coalition reflected growing public demand 

for political change and improved governance. Second, the election established the Bharatiya 

Janata Party as the largest political party in Maharashtra for the first time. This fundamentally 

altered the state's political balance and transformed the BJP into the principal governing party. 

Third, the election demonstrated the strong influence of national leadership on state politics. The 

popularity of Narendra Modi after the 2014 Lok Sabha election significantly influenced voting 

behavior and contributed to the BJP's success. Fourth, the election showed that political alliances 

are important but not always permanent. Both the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance and the Congress-NCP 

alliance broke before the election, yet post-election negotiations resulted in the BJP and Shiv 

Sena governing together once again. Fifth, the election reflected changing voter priorities. 

Development, transparency, employment, infrastructure, agriculture, and efficient governance 

became more important than traditional political loyalties. Finally, the election strengthened 
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democratic competition in Maharashtra by demonstrating that voters were willing to replace 

long-serving governments through peaceful constitutional elections. It confirmed the maturity of 

the state's democratic system and encouraged greater accountability among political parties. 

 In conclusion, the 2014 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a historic 

milestone in the evolution of Maharashtra's politics. It ended fifteen years of Congress-NCP rule, 

established the BJP as the state's leading political party, and brought Shri. Devendra Fadnavis to 

power as the first BJP Chief Minister of Maharashtra. The election reflected changing public 

expectations, the influence of national politics on state elections, and the growing importance of 

development, transparency, and good governance. Its impact reshaped Maharashtra's political 

landscape and laid the foundation for a new era of competitive politics and coalition governance 

that continues to influence the state today. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 2019 

 The 2019 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most dramatic and 

politically significant elections in the history of Maharashtra. It was held on 21 October 2019, 

and the results were declared on 24 October 2019. Although the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

emerged as the single largest party and the pre-poll BJP-Shiv Sena alliance secured a majority of 

seats, the election was followed by an unprecedented political crisis over the sharing of power. 

Disagreements between the BJP and Shiv Sena regarding the Chief Minister's post led to the 

collapse of their long-standing alliance after the election. This resulted in weeks of political 

uncertainty, the imposition of President's Rule, and finally the formation of an entirely new 

coalition called the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), consisting of the Shiv Sena, Nationalist 

Congress Party (NCP), and Indian National Congress. The election demonstrated that 

government formation in a parliamentary democracy depends not only on election results but 

also on post-election political alliances. It marked a major turning point in Maharashtra politics 

and reshaped the state's political landscape for the years that followed. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 2019 election was influenced by the performance of the 

BJP-led government under Devendra Fadnavis, who became the first BJP Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra after the 2014 Assembly election. During his five-year tenure, the government 

focused on infrastructure development, digital governance, industrial investment, road 

construction, irrigation projects, metro rail expansion, rural development, and improving the ease 

of doing business. Several major projects, including the Mumbai Metro expansion, the Nagpur 

Metro, the Mumbai Coastal Road, and the proposed Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail 

project, received attention during this period. At the same time, the government faced criticism 
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over several issues. Farmers in many parts of Maharashtra continued to experience drought, 

rising production costs, crop failures, and low agricultural incomes. Farmer protests and 

demands for loan waivers became major political issues. Unemployment among educated youth, 

rural distress, and concerns regarding economic slowdown also became subjects of public 

debate. At the national level, the BJP achieved a landslide victory in the 2019 Lok Sabha election 

under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, winning a second consecutive term. This 

victory strengthened the confidence of the BJP before the Maharashtra Assembly election. The 

BJP and Shiv Sena, which had contested the Lok Sabha election together, renewed their alliance 

for the Assembly election. On the other hand, the Congress and NCP also contested together 

against the ruling alliance. Thus, the election became a direct contest between the National 

Democratic Alliance (BJP–Shiv Sena) and the Congress-NCP alliance. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The principal contest in the 2019 election was between two major alliances. The 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Shiv Sena contested together as part of the National 

Democratic Alliance (NDA). The BJP emphasized development, infrastructure, national security, 

investment, transparency, and strong leadership under Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief 

Minister Devendra Fadnavis. Shiv Sena focused on Marathi identity, urban development, 

employment for local youth, farmers' welfare, and regional development. The opposition alliance 

consisted of the Indian National Congress (INC) and the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP). 

Congress highlighted issues such as unemployment, inflation, rural distress, education, 

healthcare, and social welfare. The NCP emphasized agriculture, irrigation, cooperative 

institutions, farmers' welfare, and balanced regional development. Other political parties 

included the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) led by Raj Thackeray, the All India Majlis-e-

Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM), the Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), the Bahujan Vikas 

Aghadi (BVA), the Communist Party of India (Marxist), and several independent candidates. 

Although these parties influenced outcomes in certain constituencies, the main contest remained 

between the two major alliances. Devendra Fadnavis led the BJP campaign and sought a second 

consecutive term as Chief Minister. His campaign emphasized development, investment, 

infrastructure, and stable governance. Narendra Modi was the BJP's principal national 

campaigner. His popularity after the 2019 Lok Sabha election significantly strengthened the 

BJP's campaign across Maharashtra. Uddhav Thackeray led the Shiv Sena campaign and 

demanded greater political representation for his party within the alliance. The Congress 

campaign was led by Ashok Chavan, Balasaheb Thorat, and supported nationally by Rahul 

Gandhi. The NCP was led by Sharad Pawar, whose energetic campaign played a crucial role in 
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reviving the party's electoral performance. Ajit Pawar also played an important role during the 

election and the subsequent political developments. 

Main Election Issues: 

 Development remained the most important issue during the election. The BJP highlighted 

its achievements in infrastructure, road construction, metro rail projects, industrial investment, 

digital governance, and urban modernization. Agriculture was another major issue. Farmers 

demanded loan waivers, better irrigation facilities, fair crop prices, crop insurance, and improved 

agricultural infrastructure. Political parties promised various schemes to improve farmer’s 

income and reduce rural distress. Employment generation was an important concern, particularly 

among educated youth. Political parties promised industrial investment, skill development, 

entrepreneurship, and greater employment opportunities. The economy also became an important 

election issue. Rising inflation, slowing industrial growth, and concerns regarding economic 

slowdown influenced public debate. The opposition criticized the government's economic 

policies, while the BJP argued that development projects would generate long-term growth. 

Urban infrastructure received considerable attention. Political parties promised improvements in 

roads, housing, public transport, water supply, sanitation, healthcare, and education in rapidly 

growing cities such as Mumbai, Pune, Nashik, Nagpur, Thane, and Aurangabad. Other important 

issues included corruption, law and order, women's safety, environmental protection, reservation 

policies, social justice, regional development, and efficient public administration. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) emerged as the single largest party by winning 105 seats. The Shiv 

Sena secured 56 seats, while the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) won 54 seats. The Indian 

National Congress obtained 44 seats. Among smaller parties, the AIMIM won 2 seats, while the 

Peasants and Workers Party, Bahujan Vikas Aghadi, Samajwadi Party, Communist Party of 

India (Marxist), and several independent candidates won the remaining seats. The BJP–Shiv 

Sena alliance together won 161 seats, comfortably crossing the majority mark of 145 seats. 

However, despite this numerical majority, disagreements regarding power-sharing prevented the 

alliance from forming the government. The Bharatiya Janata Party secured approximately 

25.75% of the total valid votes. The Shiv Sena received approximately 16.41%, while the 

Nationalist Congress Party secured around 16.71%. The Indian National Congress obtained 

approximately 15.87% of the total vote share. The remaining votes were shared among smaller 

parties and independent candidates. The results demonstrated that although the BJP remained the 

largest individual party, Maharashtra's electorate continued to distribute support among multiple 
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political parties, making alliances extremely important under the first-past-the-post electoral 

system. 

 Following the declaration of results, a major political crisis emerged. The Shiv Sena 

claimed that the BJP had agreed to share the Chief Minister's post for two-and-a-half years each, 

a claim that the BJP denied. As negotiations failed, the BJP declined to form the government 

despite being the single largest party. Subsequently, President's Rule was imposed in 

Maharashtra because no party or alliance could demonstrate a majority in the Legislative 

Assembly. During this period, an unexpected political development occurred when Devendra 

Fadnavis was briefly sworn in as Chief Minister and Ajit Pawar became Deputy Chief Minister. 

However, this government lasted only a few days because it failed to secure majority support in 

the Assembly. Later, the Shiv Sena, Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), and Indian National 

Congress formed the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) coalition. Together, the three parties secured a 

majority and formed the government. This alliance was politically remarkable because the Shiv 

Sena had traditionally been an ideological opponent of both the Congress and the NCP. Uddhav 

Thackeray became the Chief Minister of Maharashtra on 28 November 2019. This was a historic 

development because it was the first time that a member of the Thackeray family assumed the 

office of Chief Minister. Under his leadership, the coalition government sought to balance the 

interests of three ideologically different political parties through a Common Minimum 

Programme. The government focused on agriculture, healthcare, infrastructure, employment, 

social welfare, and administrative reforms. 

Political Significance: 

 The 2019 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election is regarded as one of the most 

important elections in the political history of Maharashtra. First, it demonstrated that government 

formation depends not only on election results but also on post-election political alliances. 

Although the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance secured a clear majority before the election, disagreements 

over power-sharing resulted in an entirely different coalition forming the government. Second, 

the election marked the formation of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), bringing together the Shiv 

Sena, Congress, and NCP despite their differing political ideologies. This was one of the most 

unexpected political realignments in Maharashtra's history. Third, the election highlighted the 

increasing importance of coalition politics. No single party secured an absolute majority, making 

political negotiations essential for forming a stable government. Fourth, the election revived the 

political strength of the Nationalist Congress Party under Sharad Pawar. Many observers 

expected the NCP to perform poorly before the election, but the party significantly improved its 

position and became a key partner in the new government. Fifth, the election reflected changing 
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voter priorities. Development, agriculture, employment, infrastructure, and governance remained 

important, but leadership, political strategy, and alliance-building became equally decisive in 

determining the final outcome. Finally, the events following the election-including President's 

Rule, the brief Fadnavis government, and the eventual formation of the Maha Vikas Aghadi-

made the 2019 election one of the most closely studied examples of coalition politics in India. It 

illustrated the flexibility of India's parliamentary system and the constitutional processes 

involved in government formation. 

 In conclusion, the 2019 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a historic turning 

point that transformed the state's political landscape. Although the BJP emerged as the largest 

party and the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance initially secured a majority, political disagreements led to 

the formation of the Maha Vikas Aghadi government under Uddhav Thackeray. The election 

highlighted the importance of coalition politics, leadership, constitutional procedures, and post-

election negotiations in a parliamentary democracy. Its impact extended well beyond the election 

itself and reshaped Maharashtra's politics for the following years, making it one of the most 

significant Assembly elections in the state's history. 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election, 2024 

 The 2024 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was one of the most significant 

elections in the political history of Maharashtra. The election was held on 20 November 2024, 

and the results were declared on 23 November 2024. It marked the first Assembly election after 

the major political realignments that took place between 2022 and 2024, including the split in the 

Shiv Sena and the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP). The election was fought mainly between 

two major alliances-the Maha Yuti alliance, consisting of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Shiv 

Sena (Eknath Shinde faction), and Nationalist Congress Party (Ajit Pawar faction), and the Maha 

Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance, consisting of the Indian National Congress, Shiv Sena (Uddhav 

Balasaheb Thackeray faction), and Nationalist Congress Party (Sharadchandra Pawar faction). 

The election resulted in a landslide victory for the Maha Yuti alliance, which won an 

overwhelming majority in the Assembly. The outcome demonstrated a major shift in voter 

preference and established the BJP-led alliance as the dominant political force in Maharashtra. 

Political Background: 

 The political background of the 2024 election was shaped by dramatic political 

developments that had taken place during the previous five years. After the 2019 Assembly 

election, the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government was formed under the leadership of 

Uddhav Thackeray, bringing together the Shiv Sena, Congress, and Nationalist Congress Party 

despite their different political ideologies. In June 2022, a major political crisis emerged when 
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senior Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde led a rebellion against the Uddhav Thackeray 

government. A large number of Shiv Sena MLAs supported Shinde, leading to the fall of the 

MVA government. Eknath Shinde became the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, while Devendra 

Fadnavis became the Deputy Chief Minister. Another major political development occurred in 

July 2023, when Ajit Pawar and several NCP leaders joined the Maha Yuti government, resulting 

in a split within the Nationalist Congress Party. Consequently, Maharashtra entered the 2024 

election with divided Shiv Sena and NCP factions. At the national level, the 2024 Lok Sabha 

election produced a more competitive political environment in Maharashtra, where the Maha 

Vikas Aghadi performed strongly in parliamentary elections. This made the Assembly election 

highly competitive. The Maha Yuti government highlighted its welfare programmes, 

infrastructure development, and investment initiatives, while the opposition criticized the 

government over unemployment, inflation, farmers' issues, and constitutional concerns. The 

election therefore became one of the most closely watched state elections in India. 

Major Political Parties and Important Leaders: 

 The election was mainly contested between two political alliances. The Maha Yuti 

alliance consisted of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde), and 

Nationalist Congress Party (Ajit Pawar). The alliance campaigned on development, 

infrastructure, welfare schemes, investment, industrial growth, women-focused programmes, 

agriculture, and political stability. The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) consisted of the Indian 

National Congress, Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray), and Nationalist Congress Party 

(Sharadchandra Pawar). The alliance focused on unemployment, inflation, farmer’s welfare, 

protection of democratic institutions, constitutional values, and social justice. Other parties that 

contested the election included the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS), All India Majlis-e-

Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM), Bahujan Vikas Aghadi (BVA), Peasants and Workers Party 

(PWP), Samajwadi Party, and several independent candidates. However, the principal contest 

remained between the Maha Yuti and the Maha Vikas Aghadi. Several important political 

leaders played key roles during the election campaign. Narendra Modi was the BJP's principal 

national campaigner and addressed numerous election rallies across Maharashtra. Devendra 

Fadnavis emerged as the BJP's most prominent state leader and was projected as the alliance's 

key administrator. Eknath Shinde led the Shiv Sena (Shinde faction) and highlighted the 

achievements of the Maha Yuti government. Ajit Pawar led the Nationalist Congress Party (Ajit 

Pawar faction) and emphasized development and agricultural policies. On the opposition side, 

Uddhav Thackeray led his faction of Shiv Sena, while Sharad Pawar campaigned extensively for 
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his party. The Congress campaign was led by senior state leaders including Nana Patole, with 

support from national Congress leaders. 

Main Election Issues: 

 Development remained the central issue during the election campaign. The Maha Yuti 

alliance highlighted infrastructure projects such as metro rail expansion, expressways, highways, 

industrial corridors, and investment promotion. It also emphasized welfare programmes, 

including the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana, which provided financial assistance to 

eligible women and became one of the most discussed issues during the campaign. Agriculture 

was another important issue. Farmers demanded better crop prices, loan waivers, irrigation 

facilities, crop insurance, and financial assistance. Political parties announced several promises 

relating to agricultural development and rural infrastructure. Employment and economic growth 

were also major concerns. Political parties promised job creation, industrial investment, skill 

development, support for small businesses, and encouragement for start-up enterprises. Inflation 

and the rising cost of living became important campaign issues. Opposition parties criticized 

increases in prices of essential commodities and demanded stronger welfare measures for 

middle-class and economically weaker families. Urban infrastructure, including roads, housing, 

public transport, drinking water, sanitation, healthcare, and education, also featured prominently 

in election campaigns. Political parties proposed various measures to improve civic amenities in 

Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur, Nashik, Thane, Aurangabad, and other urban centres. Other important 

issues included women's empowerment, youth employment, law and order, reservation, social 

justice, environmental protection, digital governance, and balanced regional development. 

Election Results, Vote Share and Government Formed: 

 The election was held for all 288 seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. The 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) emerged as the largest party by winning 132 seats. The Shiv Sena 

(Eknath Shinde faction) won 57 seats, while the Nationalist Congress Party (Ajit Pawar faction) 

secured 41 seats. Together, the Maha Yuti alliance won 230 seats (some official summaries 

report 235 seats for the alliance including supporting allies and smaller partners), giving it a 

comfortable majority in the Assembly. Among the opposition parties, the Shiv Sena (Uddhav 

Balasaheb Thackeray) won 20 seats, the Indian National Congress secured 16 seats, and the 

Nationalist Congress Party (Sharadchandra Pawar) won 10 seats. Smaller parties and 

independent candidates won the remaining seats. The election produced one of the largest 

mandates in Maharashtra's electoral history and significantly reduced the strength of the 

opposition in the Assembly. The Bharatiya Janata Party secured approximately 26.8% of the 

total valid votes. The Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde faction) received approximately 12-13%, while 
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the Nationalist Congress Party (Ajit Pawar faction) secured around 9-10%. Among the 

opposition parties, the Indian National Congress received approximately 12-13%, the Shiv Sena 

(Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray) secured around 10%, and the Nationalist Congress Party 

(Sharadchandra Pawar) received about 11% of the vote. These results showed that although vote 

shares remained relatively competitive, the first-past-the-post electoral system converted the 

Maha Yuti's support into an overwhelming majority of Assembly seats. 

 After the election, the Maha Yuti alliance formed the government with a comfortable 

legislative majority. Following discussions among the alliance partners, the BJP legislature party 

selected Devendra Fadnavis as its leader. The alliance agreed on a power-sharing arrangement 

under which BJP, Shiv Sena (Shinde), and NCP (Ajit Pawar) shared ministerial responsibilities. 

The new government announced that it would continue its focus on infrastructure development, 

industrial investment, agriculture, welfare schemes, women's empowerment, employment 

generation, digital governance, and balanced regional development. Devendra Fadnavis was 

elected leader of the BJP Legislature Party and took oath as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra on 

5 December 2024. This marked his third term as Chief Minister. Eknath Shinde and Ajit Pawar 

continued as important alliance leaders and served as Deputy Chief Ministers in the new 

government. The government committed itself to accelerating development projects, improving 

governance, expanding welfare programmes, and attracting investment to Maharashtra. 

Political Significance: 

 The 2024 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election occupies a special place in the 

political history of the state for several reasons. First, it produced one of the largest electoral 

victories in Maharashtra since the formation of the state. The Maha Yuti alliance secured an 

overwhelming legislative majority, giving the government considerable political stability. 

Second, the election demonstrated that coalition politics continues to play a decisive role in 

Maharashtra. Despite internal party splits before the election, the Maha Yuti alliance successfully 

united its partners and secured a decisive mandate. Third, the election reflected the growing 

importance of welfare programmes alongside infrastructure development. Schemes aimed at 

women, farmers, youth, and economically weaker sections became major electoral issues and 

significantly influenced voter behaviour. Fourth, the election confirmed the BJP's position as the 

largest political party in Maharashtra while also strengthening the alliance with the Shiv Sena 

(Shinde) and the NCP (Ajit Pawar). Fifth, the election significantly altered the strength of the 

opposition. The Maha Vikas Aghadi suffered heavy losses, and the opposition's reduced numbers 

in the Assembly limited its legislative influence. Finally, the election highlighted the maturity of 

Maharashtra's democratic process. Voters participated enthusiastically, with voter turnout 
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reaching 66.05%, the highest in the state since 1995. The peaceful conduct of polling and the 

smooth transfer of power reinforced public confidence in democratic institutions. 

 In conclusion, the 2024 Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election was a landmark event 

that reshaped the political landscape of the state. The decisive victory of the Maha Yuti alliance 

under the leadership of the BJP reflected public support for its development agenda, welfare 

schemes, and coalition strategy. The election also highlighted the continued importance of 

alliances, leadership, governance, and welfare policies in determining electoral outcomes. With 

the formation of the new government under Devendra Fadnavis, Maharashtra entered a new 

phase of governance focused on economic development, infrastructure expansion, social welfare, 

and administrative reforms. The 2024 election will remain an important milestone in the 

democratic and political evolution of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. 
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Chapter 4 

ELECTORAL TRENDS IN MAHARASHTRA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

ELECTIONS (1962–2024) 

 

Introduction: 

The electoral history of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly from 1962 to 2024 reflects 

the remarkable transformation of the state's political landscape over more than six decades. 

During this period, Maharashtra has witnessed the dominance of a single political party, the 

emergence of strong regional parties, the rise of coalition governments, the decline of traditional 

political forces, and the growing influence of new political alliances. Electoral politics in 

Maharashtra has evolved from the era of Congress dominance to a competitive multi-party 

system where no single party can easily dominate the political arena without forming alliances. 

Political developments in Maharashtra have also influenced national politics because the state is 

India's second-most populous state, the financial capital of the country is located in Mumbai, and 

Maharashtra sends one of the largest groups of representatives to Parliament. The electoral trends 

observed between 1962 and 2024 demonstrate how social change, economic development, 

regional aspirations, leadership, caste equations, urbanization, and coalition politics have shaped 

the democratic process in the state. 

Rise and Decline of the Congress: 

 The Indian National Congress dominated Maharashtra politics during the first three 

decades after the formation of the state in 1960. In the Assembly elections of 1962, 1967, and 

1972, the Congress won clear majorities and formed stable governments under leaders such as 

Yashwantrao Chavan, Marotrao Kannamwar, Vasantrao Naik, and later Shankarrao Chavan. 

During this period, Congress enjoyed widespread public support because of its role in the 

freedom movement, strong organizational network, experienced leadership, and commitment to 

rural development, cooperative institutions, irrigation, education, and industrialization. The 

Congress also benefited from the absence of a strong opposition. Most opposition parties were 

divided and lacked the organizational strength to challenge the Congress effectively. Rural 

voters, cooperative sugar factories, agricultural institutions, and local political leaders remained 

closely associated with the Congress, making it the natural governing party in Maharashtra. 

However, the political situation began to change during the late 1970s. The Emergency (1975-

1977) damaged the party's public image across India. The split within the Congress organization 

and the rise of alternative political parties gradually weakened its dominance. The 1978 

Assembly election witnessed internal divisions within the Congress, resulting in multiple 
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Congress factions contesting against each other. This marked the beginning of coalition politics 

in Maharashtra. Although the Congress returned to power in 1980 and 1985, its dominance was 

gradually declining. During the late 1980s and early 1990s, issues such as corruption, anti-

incumbency, unemployment, regional imbalance, and the emergence of new political parties 

reduced the party's electoral strength. The 1995 Assembly election marked a historic turning 

point when the Congress lost power to the Shiv Sena-BJP alliance for the first time in 

Maharashtra's history. Although Congress returned to government through an alliance with the 

NCP in 1999, 2004, and 2009, it was no longer capable of forming governments independently. 

The party suffered another major setback in 2014, when it recorded one of its poorest 

performances after fifteen years in power. The 2019 election showed some improvement because 

of its alliance with the NCP and Shiv Sena under the Maha Vikas Aghadi. However, in 2024, the 

Congress once again experienced a significant electoral decline as the Maha Yuti alliance 

secured a landslide victory. Thus, the electoral history of Maharashtra reflects the transformation 

of the Congress from an overwhelmingly dominant political force to one of several competing 

parties in a coalition-based political system. 

Emergence of Shiv Sena: 

 The rise of the Shiv Sena represents one of the most important developments in 

Maharashtra's political history. Founded in 1966 by Balasaheb Thackeray, the party initially 

focused on protecting the interests of Marathi-speaking people, promoting regional identity, and 

demanding employment opportunities for local youth. During its early years, Shiv Sena 

concentrated mainly on Mumbai and the surrounding urban regions. The party gradually 

expanded its influence during the 1970s and 1980s through strong grassroots organization, 

labour union activities, and appeals to regional pride. It also emphasized issues relating to law 

and order, urban governance, and Marathi culture. The electoral breakthrough for Shiv Sena 

came during the late 1980s and early 1990s after forming an alliance with the BJP. The alliance 

combined Shiv Sena's regional appeal with the BJP's expanding support among urban middle-

class and Hindu voters. The 1995 Assembly election became a historic milestone when the Shiv 

Sena-BJP alliance defeated the Congress and formed the government. Manohar Joshi became the 

first Chief Minister from Shiv Sena, followed by Narayan Rane. This was the first non-Congress 

government in Maharashtra. Although Shiv Sena remained an important opposition party 

between 1999 and 2014, it continued its alliance with the BJP and remained one of the state's 

principal political forces. The 2014 election witnessed the temporary breakdown of the BJP-Shiv 

Sena alliance before polling. Despite contesting separately, both parties later reunited to form the 

government. A major political transformation occurred after the 2019 election, when Shiv Sena 
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ended its long-standing alliance with the BJP and formed the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) 

government with the Congress and NCP. Uddhav Thackeray became the first member of the 

Thackeray family to serve as Chief Minister. In 2022, another major political development took 

place when Eknath Shinde led a rebellion within Shiv Sena, resulting in a split in the party. The 

Shinde faction formed the government with the BJP, while the Uddhav Thackeray faction 

became part of the opposition. The 2024 Assembly election reflected this division, with the 

Shinde-led Shiv Sena emerging as an important partner in the victorious Maha Yuti alliance. 

Thus, Shiv Sena evolved from a regional movement into one of Maharashtra's most influential 

political parties. 

Growth of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP): 

 The growth of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is another major electoral trend in 

Maharashtra. The BJP traces its origins to the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, which had only limited 

electoral influence during the 1960s and 1970s. After the formation of the BJP in 1980, the party 

gradually expanded its organizational network in urban areas such as Mumbai, Pune, Nagpur, 

Nashik, and other cities. During the late 1980s, the BJP formed a strategic alliance with Shiv 

Sena, significantly increasing its electoral strength. The 1995 election enabled the BJP to become 

an important partner in the first non-Congress government of Maharashtra. Although Shiv Sena 

remained the senior alliance partner at that time, the BJP steadily expanded its political base. 

During the following two decades, the BJP strengthened its organization in rural areas, attracted 

new social groups, improved its leadership structure, and expanded its influence beyond 

traditional urban constituencies. The 2014 election represented a historic breakthrough. The BJP 

emerged as the single largest party in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly and formed the 

government under Devendra Fadnavis, who became the first BJP Chief Minister of Maharashtra. 

The BJP continued to strengthen its position during the 2019 election, again emerging as the 

largest party. Although it initially remained out of government because of the breakdown of its 

alliance with Shiv Sena, the party returned to power in 2022 after the Shinde-led rebellion. The 

2024 election further confirmed the BJP's dominant position by winning 132 Assembly seats, its 

best-ever performance in Maharashtra. Today, the BJP has become the state's largest political 

party with influence across both urban and rural regions. 

Formation of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP): 

 The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) was established in 1999 by Sharad Pawar, P. A. 

Sangma, and Tariq Anwar following differences with the Congress leadership on issues relating 

to foreign-born leadership. Despite being a newly formed party, the NCP performed impressively 

in the 1999 Maharashtra Assembly election, winning a substantial number of seats. Instead of 
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remaining in opposition, the NCP entered into a post-election alliance with the Congress, leading 

to the formation of the Democratic Front government. Between 1999 and 2014, the Congress-

NCP alliance governed Maharashtra continuously for fifteen years. During this period, the NCP 

established itself as a major political force, especially in Western Maharashtra, where it enjoyed 

strong support from cooperative institutions, farmers, and rural communities. Sharad Pawar's 

leadership gave the NCP considerable political influence both within Maharashtra and at the 

national level. The party played a key role in agricultural policy, irrigation, cooperative banking, 

and rural development. After 2014, the NCP moved into opposition but remained politically 

influential. In 2019, the party improved its electoral performance and became an important 

partner in the Maha Vikas Aghadi government. In 2023, another significant political 

development occurred when Ajit Pawar led a faction of the NCP into the BJP-led government, 

resulting in a split within the party. Consequently, the 2024 election witnessed two separate NCP 

factions contesting under different leaderships, illustrating the changing nature of Maharashtra's 

coalition politics. 

Coalition Politics: 

 Coalition politics has become one of the defining features of Maharashtra's electoral 

history. During the first three decades after state formation, Congress usually formed 

governments independently because of its overwhelming majority. The situation changed after 

the 1978 Assembly election, when no single party commanded complete political dominance. 

Although Congress regained majorities in 1980 and 1985, political competition continued to 

increase. From the 1990s onward, coalition governments became increasingly common. The 

Shiv Sena-BJP alliance successfully demonstrated that pre-poll alliances could defeat even the 

strongest political parties. Similarly, the Congress-NCP alliance governed Maharashtra from 

1999 to 2014, proving that coalition governments could provide long-term political stability. The 

2019 election demonstrated that post-election coalitions could also successfully form 

governments, as the Maha Vikas Aghadi brought together parties with different political 

ideologies. The 2024 election further strengthened coalition politics through the Maha Yuti 

alliance, which united BJP, Shiv Sena (Shinde faction), and NCP (Ajit Pawar faction). Thus, 

alliances have become essential for electoral success in Maharashtra. 

Hung Assemblies: 

 Several Maharashtra elections have produced hung assemblies, where no political party 

secured an absolute majority. The 1978 election produced political instability because of 

divisions within the Congress and the absence of a clear majority. The 1999 election also 

resulted in a situation where no single party obtained a majority, leading to the Congress-NCP 
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coalition government. The most dramatic example occurred after the 2019 election. Although the 

BJP-Shiv Sena alliance had secured a majority before the election, disagreements regarding 

power-sharing prevented government formation. This led to President's Rule, a brief BJP-led 

government, and eventually the formation of the Maha Vikas Aghadi coalition. These examples 

show that hung assemblies encourage political negotiations, coalition building, and alliance 

formation within India's parliamentary system. 

Defection and Political Realignments: 

 Political defections and realignments have become increasingly important in Maharashtra 

politics. During the 1978 election, divisions within the Congress led to multiple party factions. In 

1999, the formation of the NCP represented one of the largest political realignments in the state's 

history. The 2019 election witnessed another major realignment when Shiv Sena ended its long-

standing alliance with the BJP and formed the government with Congress and NCP. In 2022, 

Eknath Shinde's rebellion resulted in the split of Shiv Sena and the fall of the Maha Vikas 

Aghadi government. The 2023 split in the Nationalist Congress Party under Ajit Pawar further 

transformed Maharashtra politics. These developments illustrate how political leadership, 

internal party conflicts, constitutional provisions relating to defections, and alliance negotiations 

have significantly influenced government formation in Maharashtra. 

Role of Regional Parties: 

 Regional political parties have played a vital role in Maharashtra's electoral politics. Shiv 

Sena became the state's most influential regional party by focusing on Marathi identity and 

regional aspirations. The Nationalist Congress Party emerged as another strong regional force 

with a focus on farmers, cooperative institutions, and rural development. Other regional parties, 

such as the Peasants and Workers Party (PWP), Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS), Bahujan 

Vikas Aghadi (BVA), Swabhimani Paksha, and several smaller organizations, have influenced 

electoral outcomes in specific regions and constituencies. Although these parties rarely form 

governments independently, they often determine electoral outcomes by influencing vote 

distribution, supporting coalition governments, and representing regional interests. Their 

presence has strengthened political diversity and ensured broader representation within 

Maharashtra's democratic system. 

Conclusion: 

 The electoral trends in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly elections from 1962 to 

2024 clearly demonstrate the evolution of the state's democratic politics. The period began with 

the overwhelming dominance of the Indian National Congress but gradually moved towards a 

competitive multi-party system characterized by regional parties, coalition governments, and 
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changing political alliances. The emergence of Shiv Sena transformed regional politics, while the 

steady rise of the BJP reshaped the balance of political power. The formation of the Nationalist 

Congress Party introduced another influential regional force, and coalition politics became the 

normal method of government formation after the 1990s. Hung assemblies, political defections, 

and realignments further highlighted the dynamic nature of Maharashtra's political system. At the 

same time, regional parties continued to play an important role by representing local aspirations 

and influencing electoral outcomes. Overall, the electoral history of Maharashtra reflects the 

maturity of India's parliamentary democracy, where peaceful elections, constitutional 

government formation, competitive political parties, and active voter participation have ensured 

democratic continuity. The journey from Congress dominance to coalition politics and finally to 

the present era of alliance-based competition illustrates how Maharashtra's political system has 

continuously adapted to changing social, economic, and political realities while strengthening 

democratic governance. 
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ANNEXURE 

1) List of Chief Ministers of Maharashtra 

Below is the list of Chief Ministers of Maharashtra from the 1962 Legislative Assembly election 

to 2024, including their tenure.  

Sr. No. Chief Minister Political Party Tenure 

1 Yashwantrao Chavan Indian National Congress 1 May 1960 - 19 Nov. 1962 

2 Marotrao Kannamwar Indian National Congress 20 Nov. 1962 - 24 Nov. 

1963 

3 P. K. Sawannt Indian National Congress 25 Nov. 1963 - 4 Dec. 1963 

(Acting CM) 

4 Vasantrao Naik Indian National Congress 5 Dec. 1963 - 20 Feb. 1975 

5 Shankarrao Chavan Indian National Congress 21 Feb. 1975 - 16 May 1977 

6 Vsanatdada Patil Indian National Congress 17 May 1977 - 5 Mar. 1978 

7 Vsanatdada Patil Indian National Congress (I) 5 Mar. 1978 - 18 Jul. 1978 

8 Sharad Pawar Progressive Democratic Front 18 Jul. 1978 - 17 Feb. 1980 

9 President Rule - 17 Feb. 1980 - 8 Jun 1980 

10 A. R. Antulay Indian National Congress (I) 9 Jun 1980 - 12 Jun 1982 

11 Babasaheb Bhosale Indian National Congress 21 Jun 1982 - 1 Feb. 1983 

12 Vsanatdada Patil Indian National Congress 2 Feb. 1983 - 1 Jun 1985 

13 Shivajirao Patil 

Nilangekar 

Indian National Congress 3 Jun 1985 - 6 Mar. 1986 

14 Shankarrao Chavan Indian National Congress 12 Mar. 1986 - 26 Jun 1988 

15 Sharad Pawar Indian National Congress 26 Jun 1988 - 25 Jun 1991 

16 Sudhakarrao Naik Indian National Congress 25 Jun 1991 - 22 Feb. 1993 

17 Sharad Pawar Indian National Congress 6 March 1993 - 14 March 

1995 

18 Manohar Joshi Shiv Sena 14 Mar. 1995 - 31 Jan 1999 

19 Narayan Rane Shiv Sena 1 Feb. 1999 - 17 Oct 1999 

20 Vilasrao Deshmukh Indian National Congress 18 Oct. 1999 - 16 Jan. 2003 

21 Sushilkumar Shinde Indian National Congress 18 Jan. 2003 - 30 Oct. 2004 

22 Vilasrao Deshmukh Indian National Congress 1 Nov. 2004 - 4 Dec. 2008 

23 Ashok Chavan Indian National Congress 8 Dec. 2008 - 9 Nov. 2010 

24 Prithviraj Chavan Indian National Congress 11 Nov. 2010 - 26 Sep. 2014 
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25 President Rule - 28 Sep. 2014 - 30 Oct. 2014 

26 Devendra Fadnavis Bharatiy Janata Party 31 Oct. 2014 - 8 Nov. 2019 

27 President Rule - 12 Nov. 2019 - 23 Nov. 

2019 

28 Devendra Fadnavis Bharatiy Janata Party 23 Nov. 2019 - 26 Nov. 

2019 

29 Udddhav Thakare Shiv Sena  28 Nov. 2019 - 29 Jun. 2022 

30 Eknath Shinde Shiv Sena 30 Jun. 2022 - 5 Dec. 2024 

31 Devendra Fadnavis Bharatiy Janata Party 5 Dec. 2024 - Present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Elections (1960-2024): A Political Journey of Democracy 

 (ISBN: 978-93-47587-96-2) 

81 
 

2) List of Assembly Elections and Result Date 

The following table lists all General Elections to the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly from 

1962-2024, along with the date on which the election results were declared.  

Sr. No. Assembly Election Polling Year Result Declaration 

Date 

1 2nd Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1962 19 February 1962 

2 3rd Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1967 21 February 1967 

3 4th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1972 13 March 1972 

4 5th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1978 16 March 1978 

5 6th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1980 03 June 1980 

6 7th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1985 06 March 1985 

7 8th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1990 01 March 1990 

8 9th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1995 12 March 1995 

9 10th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 1999 06 October 1999 

10 11th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 2004 16 October 2004 

12 12th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 2009 22 October 2009 

13 13th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 2014 19 October 2014 

14 14th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 2019 24 October 2019 

15 15th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 2024 23 November 2024 
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3) List of Political party and their symbols 

Below is the list of major national and state political parties that have played an important role in 

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly elections (1962-2024), along with their symbols. 

Sr. No. Political party Election Symbol 

1 Indian National Congress (INS) 

 

2 Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

 

3 Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde) 

 

4 Shiv Sena (Uddhav BalasahebThakare) 

 

5 Nationalist Congress Party (Ajit Pawar) 

 

6 Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pawar) 

 

7 Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) 

 

8 Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 

 

9 All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 

 

10 Peasants and Workers Party (PWP) 
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4) Statistics of Maharashtra Legislature Assembly Elections 

Below is the consolidated table of Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Election Statistics (1962-

2024). 

Election 

Year 

Total 

seats 

Registered 

Electors 

(Approx.) 

Voter 

Turnout 

Winning Party /Alliance Chief Minister 

after Election 

1962 264 19.3 million 60.36 % Indian National Congress Marotrao Kannavar 

1967 270 21.6 million 64.84 % Indian National Congress Vasantrao Naik 

1972 270 24.8 million 60.63 % Indian National Congress Vasantrao Naik 

1978 288 31.8 million 67.59 % No Clear Majority (Coalition 

Government) 

Vasantdada Patil, 

later sharad Pawar 

1980 288 35.7 million 53.30 % Indian National Congress (I) A. R. Antulay 

1985 288 39.5 million 59.15 % Indian National Congress Shivajirao Patil 

Nilangekar 

1990 288 48.2 million 62.28 % Indian National Congress Sharad Pawar 

1995 288 55.7 million 71.69 % Shiv Sena-BJP Alliance Manohar Joshi 

1999 288 59.5 million 60.95 % Congress-NCP Alliance Vilasrao Deshmukh 

2004 288 66.2 million 63.44 % Congress-NCP Alliance Vilasrao Deshmukh 

2009 288 75.9 million 59.50 % Congress-NCP Alliance Ashok Chavan 

2014 288 83.4 million 63.08 % Bharatiya Janata Party Devendra Fadnavis 

2019 288 89.8 million 61.44 % BJP-Shiv Sena won majority; 

later MVA formed 

Government 

Uddhav Thackeray 

2024 288 97.1 million 66.05 % Maha Yuti (BJP-Shiv Sena-

NCP) 

Devendra Fadnavis 

Compiled from Election Commission of India, Election Results: Full Statistical Reports 

(Election Commission of India, n.d.). 
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